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Life. 


Life   of   Rev.    James   Blair. 

Chapter    1 . 
Blair's    Relifl;ious   'Vork. 

Of   the   early    life  of  Dr. James   Elair  very   little   is 
known.      H9   'vas    born   in   F^cotlancl    in    the  year   1656.      He   pos- 
sessed   that    characteristic,    hardy   Scotch  nature   and    st  r'<;.r!f^th 
of  moral    character  which  r;e.ve  him  inaomitable   coura^^e   for   car- 
rying  out    the  great    tasks    that    awaited   him  beyond    the   ocean. 

He  was    educated   in    Edinburgh   and  graduated   at    Sdinburgih 

University,    ^vitn   tne   degree  of   "^Taste"  of  Arts    in  1G73.   As   a 

sphere   in  which   to   spend  his   life  he   chose  preaching   the 

Christian    religion.      He  was   beneficea   in    the    Episcopal    Church 

in  Scotland.      Fo"  several   years   he  was    rector  of   Cranston 

1 
parish   in   the  diocese  of    Edinburgh.         He   served   his    caurch 

v/ith    such    "diligence,    care   and   ^^ravity"    that   he  v/on    the    admi- 
ration  of   the   "Reverend   Joseph    a4J-niui-N«h ,    bishop   of    the   Edin- 
burgh diocese,      "'^hon   he  left   Scotland    the    nev.'  Joseph  /Scrtr^*- 
h  u  fffjei   gave  him  a    recomTiendation    oi'    the   highest    order.      Dr. 
Flair  went    to    England    in    the    latter   part    of  the    reign   of 
Charles    tne  Fecond.      There  he  met   Dr.Gompton,    the  Bishop   of 

Lonaon,    and    "tne    energy   and  zeal    of  Blair   "    soon   attracted 

1.    Perry's   Ilistorical    ''f;lJ  ec  t  ion .    -   Vif-giniii    ,    page   247. 
2  .  "  II  II  II  " 
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the  bishop's   ttt^ntion. 

"^he  Bisnop    of   [.ondon   saw   in   Flair-   a  power  fo"  -^oocl   and 
spoko    to   him   oi'    the  need    of   ministors    in    the   Amer-icau   colo- 
nies   and   prevailed  vipon  him   to   go   to   '^i ''^inia   as    a  missiona- 
ry ,      The   relici'^us    condition   of    the    colony^and    especially    the 
odium  under  v/hich    the   clerr^y  were,    '.vere   not    at    all    enticing 

to    the  better   ministers    of    Rngland.      It   was   ha^xi    to   get   ariy 

2 
of    them  to    come  here-      Ar;8  in    the   living's   of    the    churches    in 

Virginia   were  managed   in   such    a  precarious  way    that    it   was 

not   certain    tha'    a  minister  could  get   a  necessary   support   by 

his  profession,    if   he   should   proclaim   the  "^o'^a    of    ^Tod   with 

power   and   according    to    the   rules    of    the    established    church. 

Anderson,    the    Snglish  Historian   of    the    colonial    Church,    in 

speaking  of   Blair  says,    "iTotiiing   can  be   imagined  more  dis- 

couraging   than   the  field   of  duty  which   there  awaited   him." 

Notwithstanding  these  hinderances,  whicn  we  to-day  are 
too  apt  to  iinderestimat  e.  Dr.  '-lai'"  decided  to  come  to  'M  r- 
ginia  and   spend    h.is    life   fo*'   its   peopl  e^^te-d-  good. 

In   ln85   he   sailed   to  Virginia.      On    reaching      this   fair 
clime   he   went    to   ilen'-ico    City,    which  both   in   importance   and 
interest    stood  next    to   Jamestov/n.      Excepting   the    efforts  made 
at    the  T-alls    of    the   .lames    river,    at   Nansemona    and   Wa-i^ptpn^ 

l..;i.r;.H.    Anderson's   History   of    the   Colonial    Church,    Vol  .IT ,  p  .;5C^ 

i.. Perry's   Historical    Collection   -   '^'irrinia,    p. 3.36. 
.^/nderson   s   Histo'-y   of    the   Colonial    Church,    "^^ol  .  TI  .  ,p -384  . 


Henrico   was   next    to    Jamestown    the   oldest   settlement    in  ViT.''';in- 

ia,    having   been  planted    in   1611    by   Sir   Tiiomas   Pale   and   Rev. 

^"illiam  "^liit\aker.      ])••■. Blair   on    the   year   of  his    arrival    was 

1 
accepted   as   minister   of  ilenrico   parish   and    inducted    into   it. 

.le  preaci'iea   there  for  nine   years   until   he  moved    to   Jamestown 

in   1694    in   order   to  be  nearer  Middle   Plantation,    at   which 

place  he  was    establishing   a    college.      He  became   minister  of 

the   Jamestown   church    in   1694    and   remained  pastor   there  for 

sixteen   years.      He  became   attached   to   the  people    triere,    and 

nothing  but   duty    calling  iiim   elsev/here,    caused  him   to    leave. 

fromo    time  in    tho    early    part    of   his  ministry   Dr.Blair    was   mar- 

ried.        His   wife   was    the  daughter   of  Benjamin  Harrison  of 

4 
"■■"akef  ield"  , Surrey   County. 

In    1^10    Rev. Solomon  Whately,    the   rector   of   Bruton   Church 
^^ill  iamsbiirg,    having  died,    the  vestrymen   called    a  meeting   for 
the   purpose   of    errploying    a      minister.      After   a  brief    consider- 
ation  of   a    fev/   prominemt   ministers,    by   tho  vestrymen,  "by    the 

Majority   of  "^^otes    the   Rev. James   Plair  was    elected  minister 

b 
thereof.         "^he   church   watxiens   info^rmed   Dr.    Blair    that    he   had 

1.    Perry's   Historical    Collection    -   Virginia,    p  .42 . 
^, Church    Review,    ''^^1  .'"'TTI  .  ,p  .606 ,    or    the  vestry   book    of   Bruton 

church . 

3.  Tf  the  date  is  known,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  it. 

4.  '.''a  .Magazine  of  'dstcy,  Vol  .TV  .  ,p  .  161  . 

5.  Church  Review,  Vol  .vni  .  ,pp  .591  ,  592  . 


been   called    to    the   2ruton   church.      T    insert    'Acre  a  part    of 

Dr. Flair's    letter,    addressed    to    the   vestry   of   Bruton    church, 

that    it   may   briefly    tell    v;hy   ne    left    Jamestown   anu    also   show 

how    endeared    the  people   had   become    to    him  du"in^-  his   pastorate 

there . 

"December   4tn,1710." 

"(Gentlemen: 

Tt    is   t  rue   I    have    so  many    obi  iga  t  ions 

to    ye  Parish   of  James  City,    that   nothing  but   the  urf^ent   Neces- 
sity  of   health   after   impaired   by    sucn   long  Winter   Journeys, 
and    a  fear   that    as    age   and    infirmities    increase   I    shall   not 
be   able    to    attend    that    sen/'ice    (being   at    such    a   distance)    so 

punctually   as   T    have  hitherto  done  ■«  uno,    could    induce   me    to 

1 
entertain   anything   as  of  leaving    thorn.'      Rvery  preacher  will 

feelingly  appreciate  this  bit  of  letter,  ''fha  t  the  mentioned 
se'^ice  at  Vfilllamsburg  was  ena  how  important  it  was  will  bo 
discussed    in    the  subsequent   chapters. 

It   v/as    tho   LOth  of  Dec  ember,  1710   when  D'-. Blair  was    called 
to   the   church   at   ''Vil  1  iamsb^-irg  and   he    continued  mi 'lister    there 
as    long   as   -le    lived.      Y/illiamsburg  had    been   known   in   f  o  tttio  r 
years    as  Middle  Plantation    f --om   the  fact    of   its   lying  midway 
between   James    and   York    rivers.      But    in   1700,    when   Lieutenant- 
Governor  Nicholson  mov«d    tiio    seat    of   government   fixim  Jamestown 

T".    Church    Review,    A/^ol.B,    p.riOo,    or    tne   vestry  book    of  Bruton 

Church. 


because  61  t'le  d.ama,'"e  to  tnat  town  by  fi  ro  ana  tne  uniical  tidi- 
ness  of    the  place,    to   Middle  Plantation,    lie  planned  ^t*4.  a 

la-^fre    town   and    tiie  new  capital   was   named  "'il  liamsbMr^r   jn   honor 

1 
of  K]  n[^^  '^illiam  III.  by    tne   time   Dr. Blair   became    rector 

the"e   in   171o  YM  11  i  amsburf^,    "d  th    its   beautiful    location    and 

broad    and    straif^ht    streets ,    and  ^"illiam  and  Ma  "y   College   and 

the  capitol,    '.vas    the    centre   of   attraction    to    all    parts   of 

Virginia,      t'any    of    its    inhabitants    were   courtly    aiia    refined, 

and   during'   colJege   commencements    ana    the    sessions    of    the  I:ur- 

gesses,    the  place    is    said    to   have   presented    on   a    small    scale 

the  scene   of    a    court    in    the  mother  country.      At    th  3    time  Tir-, 

El  air  was    called    to   Br*uton    Cnurch   its   parish  was    ten  miles 

square    and    its   members    included    the  most    dist  innuished  men    of 

2 
the    colony.  Braton   or  ?'!iddle  Plantation   parish  was    three 

quarters    of    a    century   old  at    that    time.      Tt   is  mentioned   in 

the   acts    of    the    "1"and   Assembly"    as   far  back   as  February   17, 

1644,    but    it  was    established   several    years   before   then,    for 

York    '^ec()rds  mention   it    at    an   earlier   time.  Tt    once   con- 

A 

sis  ted  of  two  parishes,  the  Harrop  and  the  Middle  Plantation. 
Tn  April,  1658,  Harrop  and  Middle  Plantation  parishes  wore  in- 
corporated   into   one,    which  was    to   be   knowii   as    the   parish   of 

1.  Virginia   State  Papers,    Vol.T,    p  .73 

2.  Perry's  Historical    Collection,-   '>'■■!  r^inia,p  .299  . 

3.  Kennings   Statutes,   Vol. I, p. 317. 


1 

""liddlotoTm  .  Marston   parish   was   .loined    to    tnat    of  Mi  aal  o- 

town   in    1674,    ana    the   iinitoa  parishes    took    tn  o  name    "Br-uton 

2 
Parish."        '''fhenc  <?,   it.    derived    the  name  Pruton    is   not    known, 

b\at  it  is  thourht  by  John  CJ.McCabe  aud  Dr. Lyon  O.Tyler  to 
nave  been  called  r^rnton  in  hono"  of  '''homas  Ludwell,  or  of 
.'^ir  Vlilliam  Berkeley,  the  C-ovemor,  who  were  f'-om  Eruton, 
Somor-sct    County,   4-ft-  l^.n;  land. 

IVhen   D'-.Blai'"'   took    charge   of    the  work    at   Htn;iton   Church 
he  found    its    communicants,    among   whom  was    Governor  5ipotswood, 
making  preparations    for    erecting   a  new  building.      He    inmedi- 
ately    enterea   heartily   into   the  project,    and   pres-sitea    to    the 
vest  rymen' the  Governor's    plan,    and    encouraged   the   undertaking 
ivith  means    as  well    as  with   weds.      The  new   church  building 
was    to  be   seventy    five  feet    long,    twenty    eigat    fe-^t   wide   ana 
to  have   two   wings    tv;enty    two   feet    in  width,    and   walls    twenty 
three   feet   high   constTi-.c  t  eo.    of   brick.      Govcno'^'   ?pot6wood 
agreed    to   put   up    twenty    t'vo   feet    of    its   length  at  his    own 
expense.    The   General   Assembly    contributed  means   for   the  two 
wings.      Ry   the   end   of   1715    the   spacious   builaing  was  practi- 
cally  finished.      It    was    almost    an    even   cross.      The   same 
cnufch,     ex  c  ep  t  i  n  fj;   some    change    in    the   size   and    interio'^   adorn- 
ments,   Btill    stands    at    old   ^"i  lliamsburg   and   its   present    rec- 

_tor   is  Tn   this    saceG    old   church 

1.  Hennlng's    statutes.    Vol  .1  .  ,p  .498 . 

2.  Vor-k    'ecords.    "Mlliam  and  Mary   Col  .quat  .  ,:'ol  .Til ';    p.lTc 
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"Knjghts   of   olden    time,     and    stately   dames    have  met    and  v/oi*- 

shippod.      At    Its    cltars    statesmen   and  peers,    and   war-T-iofs 

have  knelt;"    snu   moalciin^^;   in    its    shaaov;s , 

"Hearts    that   once  beat   hi/^h   for   praise 
■^Mow  feel    that  pulse  no  more." 

Dr.nlair   preached   at  his    chiirch    every   J^iinday  morning. 

On   Sunday   evenings    lectmres   were  r;iven.       ^ev  .Hu,c;h   Jones, M. A., 

lectured    there   some    years.      Altnou,^h  D*^. Blair  had    three   other 

important   of  f  ices  .^^  besides    that    of  minister,  to    fill — whi  c  h 

1 0 o \.  mucin   o-£— bXs — ^imo^-  yet    fie  was   r\Qv :iv  neglectful      of   his 

church.      ^Wa-iXiQV^^x-  he   took    a    trip   to    Plngland,    as  ho   frequently 

did,    ho  was    particular   to   see   that    his    church  was    supplied 

with  preacaing   uuring   iiis    absence,    and    often    refused    salary 

that    it    might    go    toward    supplying   his   pulpit.       "lie  was  much 

beloved  and    respected   and    especially    in  iiis   own  parish   and 

among     lis  nearest  neignl"'ors  who  knew  him  best,"    theae   are  the 

words   of    fiv^-   preachers   who    lived  waai   Dr. Blair  did    and  knev/ 

1 
him.  "/e   can    easily   believe    this,    not    only   on   account    of 

his  moral    uprightness   ana    intellectual    ability,    but    also   fro 

the  fact    he  was    employed   yearly  by    the  Emton    church   fo*-    thir 

ty    years. 

Dr.Blair's   preaching  was    plain,    strong    and    especially 

practical    for   that    time.      His    audiences    were    conposed    of    the 
T.      PerT-y's   Historical    Collection   -   '"■i^ginia,    p    ISc. 
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olite   of    the    colony,    but   he  never   swerved    from  preaching 

1 
forcibly   St'^ainst    all   manner   of    sin. 

Tn    his   work    as  minister  he    wrote   fou'*  volumes    of   sermons 

on    "    Our    Savior's   Divine  Sermons    on    the  Mount."    There    are 

one  hundred    ana    seventeen  sermons    in    t'le  volumes    and    each 

volume   contains    about    five   hundred   pages.      They   were    first 

published   in    Sngland   in    1722.      A   new    edition  was    published   in 

2 
1740.         They    are    ihteresting   in    that    they    are    among    the  very 

first    contributions    to   American    "eligious    literature.        "FoiaT 

volumes   are    in    the  library   of  William    and  Ma^y   College,    to 

which    they   were  presented   in    "1860   by   Bishop   Meade".      Dr. 

Flair's   purpose   in  writing    these   sermons   was    to   arouse   the 

people   to    "a  more  diligent    consideration    and   practice    of 

Christian   Morals,"      and   bring   about    a    "Revival    of    the    trnae 

3 
Spirit    of   Christianity.  -^,:i^^ t^/.^ir^-'^-^^'^-^  ^'^^^^^■' 

The   character  of   the   sermons    is   well    described    in  the 

words    of   Dr*. Daniel   Waterland,    who  v/rote   the  preface    of   the 

ne^7    edition:    "As    to    the   Subject   here  made   Ciioice   of   it    is   the 

highest    and    the   noblest    that    could   be,    viz.    our  Lord's   Divine 

Sermons    on    the  Mo'mt :    And    as    it    is    here   explained  with   good 

1.  Blair's   Se'"mons. 

2.  Ibid. 

3. Blair 'a   Sermons,    Vol  .j  .  ^Pr-ef  ac  e  ,    p.  22. 


Jiid foment ,    so   it   appearos    likewise   to  be   p'-es'^^ed   with  due 
Forc^    ;in  a    cleat'  aiid   easy,    but   masculine   '^tyl  e,  equally   fit- 
ted   to    t:ie    Capacities    of   common   Christians,    aiid    to   the    im- 

1 
pfffived  Understandings    of    the   Knowin.n;   and    Judicious."      Of   them 

Bishop  Meade  says,    "As   an  accurate  conTncntary   on   that    most 

blessed  portion    of    the   .'Scripture,    T    should   think    it    can  nevQv 

2 
'lave  been   six"passed." 

It    is  novr   time   to   notice  'Or. Blair   as    the   Conmissary   of 
the   Eishop   of  London.      For  many   years    previous    to   Blair's   ar- 
rival   in  Virginia    the   clergy    and    others   Fiad    complained  of    the 
need   of    a  bishop    in   Virf^inia,    wno  might   discipline  the  minis- 
ters   and    raise   tho    religious   conoition    to    a    higher  anu   more 

3 
respectable   basis.        T'hey   thought    the   solo  remedy   lay  in   the 

appointment    of    a  bishop.      It   was    hard    to   find   a  man   equal    to 
that    office.      But   D^  .31  £.i  t',  "by  his    regular  Sonversat  ion,  exem- 
plary  Conduct,    and   unweariea   Labors   in    the  Worx    of   the  Minis- 
try"   "did  good   Service   to   Religion,    imd  gained   to  himself  a 
good    Report   amongst    all:    Fo    tiiat Bishop   Compton,    l^eing 

well    apprized    of  nis    truo   and  great  ^Jorth,made    choice   of   him, 

4 
about    the  year   1689    as  his    Commissary    for  Virginia."      Ke  vras 


1.    Elai^-'s    Sermons,    Vol  .1  .  ,preface,    p.7. 

2.  !.!oades    Old  Churches    and  Famili  es  ,Vol  .  I  ,p  .  155  . 

3.  Anderson's   'listory    of    the   Colonial    ■'hurc^,'"ol  .11  .  ^pp  .356 ,35? 

4.  Blair's    Sermons  ,  Vol  .1  .  ,preface,p  .2  . 
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the   first    Gopirnisaa^y   oi'  '/i  r^'-inia  .      D'- .Tempi  s -»4e«i-,    previous    to 

this    time,    done   the   work   of    a   43omrnissary    in   some    respects, 

but   had   never  been  appointed   as    such.      The   Commi  ssa'-yship  was 

a   very  weif^hty   and    creditable  post,    the  highest    office  in   the 

1 
Church"    in  Vir^i-inia.         The  auty    of    the   Commissary    consisted 

in    correcting';    the   lives    of    the   eler-gy,    keeping   them  orderly 

2 
and  visitin?r    the  pa'-ishes.         Dr'.Hlai  '^•,    t^s   Co^'imissary ,    called 

conventions    of    the  preachers,    presided   at    tr-ials,    aid  pro- 
nounced  sentences   when   any   one    of   the    p-'-eachers  wt;s   proved 
^"uilty   of    crime    or  misconduct,      With    respect    to    the    clei-gy  he 
exercised  about    all    the  functions   of    a  bishop ,  except-irftg-  ordi- 
nation  and    tne  probation   of  wills.      No   meoti2"!g    of    the    clergy 
treating   of    ecclesiastical   matters    was    to    be  held  without    the 
CoiTrii  ssa '•y  .      Me  never   atternptea    to    set    up    a    court    for  tiie 
laity.         It   must    here  be    rer^'iarkod   tiiat    the    Covernor-   of   "■''i  r- 
rinia    was    the  King's    ordinary   by   virtue   of  which   office   it 
was   his  dixty   to   induct   ministers    into   pa''"ishes   when    they    should 
be   presented  by   tne  vestrymen   in   the  name    of   the   pa"i  shone  "s  . 
Ke   had   the  power   of   both   presentation   and    induction,    if    the 
vestrymen  dia   not   present    a  minister   to    him  in   the   space   of 
six  months   from  the    time    the   ciiurch  became  vacant.      It   was 


1.  Blair's    ?;e"mi:ns,    "ol  .  I  .  ,p"_oface,    p. 2 

2.  Perry's   Historical    Collection    -    \'^irginia   p    250.    Anderson's 
r^istory   of   the   Colonial    Church, Vol  .^  T  .    p.3B3. 

3.  Perry's   Historical    Goalection   -    'Ti-^ginia  pp.24o,24';. 
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the  diity   of    the    "rovyrnor   to    suspend   or    silence   any   man 

he   shoiild    find   preaching   without   having  been   ofdainea  by    some 

bishop    in   f.nf^land    ov   if   he  should  bo  leading    a   scrSkdalous 

1  ^  ^- 

lif  e. 

Before  we  speak    of    the  ways    and  moans  with  which  D'-. Blair 
labored    to  discipline   the  cle'*gy,    it   will    be  necessary    to 
state  briefly    the   chu'*ch   government    and  condition  of   the 
cle^'gy   ana   also    the  hinderances    to  his   t -m. ly    "weighty"    task, 
in  order  tiiat   we  may  understand  what   he  had   to   do   and   how 
much   he  did. 

Tv/elve  men   in   each  parish, known  as   vestrymen,   were    elect- 
ed by   the  parishoners  at    its  beginning   and  any  vacancies 
caused  by  death  or    otiierwise  were   fillea  by    the   choice   of    tiie 
vestry.         According    to    the    lav;    it    was    the  duty   of    the   vest-^y- 
men    to    p^opo  rti  on"the      levies  and    assessments    for  builaing  and 
repairing    the  churches    anu    chapels,    p'-ovisions  for   the   poor, 
maintenance   of    the  minister    ^    and   such  other  necessary   duties 
for   the   more   i-rderly  managi«f*- al  1    parochial    affair-s".         f'ii' 
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employed    the   minister     ana   according    to    the    rules    of    the 
Church    should   have  presented    him  for   induction,    h-at.ttiot  rare- 
ly    ©afe**  did   this  -M^iiiort-  v/as    the   cause    of  much  disturbance. 

1.  Perry's   Histo'^ical    Collection-    '^irTinia.      Laws    oi'   Vir- 
ginia,   p    3.      iloning,    Vol.I.,p    242. 

2.  viening's    Statutes,    VolII.    p   44.    Pe'-ry,    p. 242. 


Out    of   thoir  nurrii^or'   two    chufch  wardens  were    chosen   yearly, 
whoso  duty  '^ay  be    sumecl  up    in  a    general    way  under  three 
heads.         "•'"'rst,     *^he   church   wardens  acted   as    censors    fo^-   the 
chvirch   in    reporting    all    swearing,    sabbath-breaking,    drunken- 
ness   and   otner-   "abominable   sins"    ,     to    the   court    held   in  De- 
cember and   April.      f^econd,    they  kept   the  church  buildinr;   in 
repair    and  saw   that    the  means    f  o "   the    sacrament    were   pr.jpared. 

Thirds^,    they   collected   the   minister's    salary    and   presented 

1 
to    the  vestry   an   account    of   all    the  disbursements    and   receipts. 

The   salary  of   a   preache'',    accordinr   to    a  law  pass«d  by   the 
General   Assembly    of  Virginia    in   1696,    was    sixteen    thousand 
pounds    of    tobacco.      This   was    generally    considered   equal    to 
one  hiind'^ed  pouilds    ste'-linf^    in    sweet    scent  ea    tobacco   and 
eighty    in    so'-ry   grades,    but    as   a  matter  of   fact    it   ranf-ea 
from  one   hundroc:    ana   forty    to    one   hundred    and   sixty   poionds 
sterling,    according;    to    the   grade   of    the   tobacco,      f^ivo   per 
cent,    was   dod^tctea   f  o "   the  collection  of    the  minister's    sala- 
ry. 

At    the  time  D", Blair  was   appointed  Commissary    the  relig- 
ious    condition   of   th -;   country  was    o.X-an-.inf-«ri-or.  order .    The 

1.  riening's   statutes,    Vol  .1 1 .  ,pp  .51 ,  52  . 

2.  Per-»y,    15,16,50.      Hawk's    nicclesias tical    History   -   Virgin- 
ia,   pp.    86,87. 
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1 
clergy   wero    a  motley    crowd.         It    will   not    do    to   make   any    sweop- 

Inp;   statanents,    as   some   have,    in    ref^ai'd    to    the  clergy,    for 

tiie^e  wero   some    sheep    and    some   goats,    with   p'-obably   the   former 

in   the   ascenaency.         The  preachers   v/ere  sometimes   unjustly 

treated.      "'here  is    evitience    that    some   of    thr^^\vene   t  ra  ly    re- 

ligious  and  devotea    to    their  work.      The   p  recari  oussjsfes'  by:    '" 

wh-ieVr-  the    clergy   lq-e3ra    their    livings    begot    in  them  a   spirit 

2 
of    indifference    to  duty.         Tne  most    coranon   sin  among    tliem 

was    di'Linkenness ,    ana    the   things   belonging    thereto,    such  as 
profane  language,    quarreling   and  neglect   of   duty.      Tt   will   be 
well    to    remembe'^  here   that   drunkenness    is    one   of   the  very   hard 
est  vices    to   correct    in   a  man,    for   it   destroys   iiis    power  of 

self -correct  ion .      This    condition   of    the    cle^'gy  is  not   to   be 
looked  at    by   itself,    for  tney,    to   a  great  degree,    were   chil- 
dren of    their   age.      Tno   evil    habit    of  drinking  v:as   corrnon 
from  Massachusetts    to    the  utmost    extent    of    the    "Southern    colo- 
nies,     ""he   life  of    the  people   reacted  upon    the  cle"gy   as  well 
as    the   life  of    the    clergy  upon   the  people.      It    is   a    fact,    yet 
not   altogether  to    any   one's   discr.^dit,    that   new  settlements 
composed   largely   of    foreigners    are  mo^e  or  less   loose   in   mo  r-- 
al  s  ,    f  o '•  they  have  no    strong  moral    s  ontimont,  opinion,  fo  rmed 
and   hardenecj.    by   ages    to   guide   the    life    of    the   people.      Again 

r.    Perr-y, pp. 15, 3(., 31,^52,36:5.      HiWks    pp.87    -90. 

2.      Per-y  p    15.      Ht.v/ks    Ecclesiastical    History   -    Virginia   p}) . 

89.90. 
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the  prcaeiiers    for*  Virginia   haa    to  bo    obtained  f '"om   F.nf-lana 
and    it   was  difficult,    fc    feasons    that    will    bo   proscntly 
shown,    to      fj.et  men   of   f^reat    ability    hnd    ciiaracj  ter    to    come    to 
the  colony   as  missiona  r-ies  .      The   best    of    tnem  nad  gooa  \'.'ork 
and    livings    in    P^ngland,    so  natural  ]y    the  creates  part   of  the 
preachers    who    came   ove'"  we^e   of    an   inferior   o  "d  ef ,  cw,Xemand 
in  the   colonies   f  o  ••  ministers  v/as    great.     'Axiu    the   leaaing 
bishops   of    Rnrland,    although   they  had    the    religious   welfare 
of   Virginia  at    hea^t,    made   a  mistake   in   thinking    that   men  of 
ordinary  ability   woula   do   for  a  nevf    country;    for  whereas   if 
able  men  are  needed    anywhere   it    is    in   fioldd   whore  the  paths 
have   not   been  marked   out,    where   a    standar-tl    has  not  been    set, 
where    there  are  no   customs   of    righteousness    to    support  men, 
but   where  tnoy  must    stana    alone   anu   create    a  standard    by    tae 
sheer   force  of   their   own   characters.      Both    this   great   demand, 
and    the   mi s und e '"s t aiid i ng    of    the    condition   of    the   country, 
played    their  parts    in   cont ''ibutinp  men   for  ministers   wiiose 
cha^'acte'-s  wee  not    above   reproach   arid   whose   intellectual   a- 
bilitios    were  of  a    comrion    order.      The    sinfial    and   ugly   conduct 
of   a  part    of    the   clergy    lowered    the  whole  in   the    eyes   of    the 
people;    so    that    the  ministers,    as   a  whole,    did   not  possess    the 

respect    of    the  people    as    they    should  have,    and  hence  we '-e 
not   able    to    do    rrreat   rood.         This   was    the   condition   and 
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the   cl£<ss    of  preactiers    tnat    the   Cormi  ssar/   had    to   deal   with. 

In   his    efforts    to   hette'"   the    clergy  Dr-. Blair   labored 
under   hind^rances    that    deserve   special    mention.      First,    prob- 
ably   the   t^roatest    natural    hinderance   arose   from   the    fact    that 

he  was   a   Scotchman,      ''any  preachers    '\&a   a  prejiidice  against 

1 
him  on    that    groiuid    alone.         It    grates    upon   one's    feelings    as 

well    as    indicates    the   character   of   some  of   the  cle'^-gy,    to    hear 

2 
them   speak    of   Klair   as    "one    F^cot    hireling."         ""hese  ministers 

v/erc   not   developea    enough    to   know   that    a  man's   .just    right    to 
an   office  does   not    at   all    depend  upon  whether   he  was   bo'-n   in 
Scotland    o'-    Rngland    or  Ame'-ica   c-   elsewhere,    but   that    it   de- 
pends   solely   upon    the    character   of    the  man   and   his    ability    to 
fill    it.       Rvery    page    of   contemporary   history    of   the    time    shows 
there  was   no   m:n    in   Virginia  whose    character   and   mental    abil- 
ity made   him   so    capable   of    filling    the   office    of   Commissary 
as   well    as    lUair.  A    second    incidental    obstacle  w^ts   the    en- 

emies D ''.Blair   had.      He  was    a   member   of    the   Council,    .ludge   of 
the  high    coii'^t   and  President    of  V/illiari  and   I'ary   College,    as 
well    as    Comrnissarys.nd    preacher,    and   by    iii  s    earnest   activity 
in   these   offices    in    connection   with   all    sorts    of   men    some   of 
them  had   become   enemies    to   him.      His    troubles  with   the   govc^n- 

T^    ^er"y,    pp.    31,    37.      College   Papers    . 
2.      Perry,    p.    165. 
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ors    caused   many    ot'    the    clergy    to    bo   opposed   to   him.      While   P". 

BlaiT',    bein."   hiiman,    made    errors,    yet    had   ho  been  perfect   ho 

would    have   mtdc    enemies   for  he   had    to   deal   with   officers  and 

others   who   vrere   acting   from   self int e'^est   and   policy.    A    tiiird 

inevitable   hindei-ance   was    the   lack   of   a    sufficient   number   of 

preachers   f  o '•    the   churches.      There  were   not    enough   to      supply 

the  parishes,    so    there  was   no    such   thing   a-s   making   choice;  the 

unavoidable  v/as    to   do    the  best   with-the   number    there   was. 

A   few   years  after  Ur. Blair  was   made   Cormissary    ttiere 

v^ere   fifty  parishes    in  '^Mrginia,    and  only    twenty    two   preachers 

1 
all    told. 

We  have  now  b^'iefly   stated    the  government    of    tne  church 
the    condition    of    the    clergy   at    the    time  DT-.Llair  became   Com- 
missary,  J  G89 ,    arid    tiie   hindorances   uiidc"   which    he    tiad    to    labot. 
His    ondeuvo^s    to    better   the    cJ  orgy    ana    the   religious    condition 
of  Virginia,    in    general,    may   be   spoken    of   under   four   heads. 
1.    By   aamonition    and    instruction    to    the   ministers,    for  which 
purpose    he   usually   callea   a    convention    of    them.      2.    By    efforts 
to  get   more   preachers   from   Sngland.      3.      .'^y   educating  men   in 
Virginia    for    the  ministry.      This   will    b'.    spoken    of    in    the 
folJoAving   chaptc   and  must  be    ^-emembered  when    estimating    the 

good   Elair  aid   fo"    the  clorgy.and    religious   condition   of  the 
1  .      Perry,    n  .11  . 
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colony.      4.      By   his    own   oxEmple. 

That    ho   mi   -ht    p;et    all    trie   pr?ac!.er3    top-other-   for    encour- 
agement  and    admonition,    the   Corrmissary    called   general    conven- 
tions.     At    fi'-st    these    convmtions    of    the    clergy   were   held 
yearly.         But   when   political    facticjns    arose    arrion^    the    clergy 
in    regard   to    the   governors,    it    became      difficult    to   get    tn^i 
together,    so    the    conventions    we^e   held    only    on   certain    occa- 
sions,   as   at    the   accession    of    a   kij^ig   or  of   a  Bishop    of  London 
o"    the  appointing    of   a   governor.      T'he   Commissary   presided 
over   the   convention.      One   of    tno  preachers   was    chosen  as    clerk 
of    the  meeting.      On   convening    the   Commissary   preaciied   a    ser- 
mon,   then  delivered   any    special    charge   to   the  ministeT-s     he 
wished   and    read    such   letters    as    he   might    have   from   the  Bishop 
of   London    o''   f^-om   the   governor   addressed    to    the    clergy,    and 
then   the   convention   was    resolved   into   a   free   conference,    so 

that   any  minister  mi'^ht   propose   anything   he   wished    for    the 

1 
good   of    the   Gnurch. 

Tn    these   assemblies    th-^    lives   of    tlio   clergy   were    in- 
quired   into   and    efforts   wore  made    to    cor'-eci.   any    evils    exist- 
ing   in    them.      The  whole    religious    situation   was    often  dis- 
cussed  and   with   interest.      Occasionally  differences  of   opin- 
ion   rose    into    a   storm   of  discussion,    pierced    through   and 

through  with    sarcastic    lightning.      Many  papers  presented    in 
r.    Perry    ,    pp.    144    -    179,    199    -    217. 
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these   conventions,    c-nu   flashes    of    satire    and   sarcasm   show   that 
Vir/rlnia   had    some   ministers    of  no  mean    in&lleetual    ability. 
Ana    it    appeal's   that    tne   Amcricc,n   spi'-it    of    "olif-ious    freedom 
sometimes   brooded    over    these    clerical    asseml:)lies    long   before 
the   days    of   Thomas   Jefferson.      Tne   conventions    often    lasted 
t"/o  days,    holding   sessions   morning,    afternoon    anu    night. 
The   proc  e'')dings    of    some   of    those  meetings    are    intensely    inter- 
esting,   and    if    the    scope   of    tnis   v;ork    allowed   it,    might    be 
entered   here   with   both    interest    and   profit.         Tn   the   conven- 
tions   called    f'-om   time    to    time   Dr. Blair   preached   many  able 
sermons    to    the   clergy   and   gave   them  much  fatherly   and   Chris- 
tian   advice  backed  by  a   similar   life.        ELit    ni  s  preaching  and 
admonition  did   not    al'vays   do   as  much  good   as    they   should   have 
done,    l^ecause  of    ^he  prejudice  of   some   of    the   cler'-y   and    the 
hardened    corrupt    character    of    others.      Tiioir  preconceived 
notions    prevented    them  ff-om  catching    the   spl^^it    of  vfhat  was 
said.      Tn  reading  over   the  papers   and   proce'^dingg   of  thaae 
clerical    conventions,    the   calmness    of   mincS    that    Elair*   niain- 
tained   amid   hot   debates   and,  sometimes ,  shameful    and  nndese"ved 
sarcasm  hvirl  ea   at   him,    especially   impress    the   reader.      I    es- 
pecially  remember    the   accounts    of   i  he  convention    in    1705 
v/ii  on    one   of    tiie  ministe''S  made   a   number   of  bitter    remarks    to 
the   Commissary,    but   D". Blair  ansv/ered   them   in    a   quifet   and 
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m&sterly   way.      Tiie    calf^^uness    and    earnestness   of    the  man  amid 
angi'y    and    oftentimes    thouj^htless    men  who   were  hurling;  ixntrue 
taxints   at    him,    win    our   admiration    for   him  and    Justly,    for 
he  who  under   such   circumstances    can   manifest   a    calm  anu    Chris- 
tian  spirit   deserves   admiration.      D-^-.niair  possessed    that 
rare  power   -    selfcontrol  .    But    the  me--tings   were  not    often 
stirrea   up    in    this   way. 

The   Commissary    not    only   used    tne   mentioned   assemblies 
to   discipline    the    clerp;y,    but    as    far  as    time   permit  t  ed  ,visit- 

ed    the   parisnes    anu    spoke   to    the   preachers    individually. 
YiThen    any   minister   was    reportea   for  drunkenness    or    other   mis- 
conduct,   Dr. Blair    said    he   found    it    hard    to    f^^et   v/itn esses   to 
prove  such,    for  while   people  would    report    such    things    in    a 
general   wty^  no   one  v/ould    come    into   his  presence   and    testify 
to    them.      This    kept   him   from  getting    at    tne    truth   and   hence 
from  dealing   i)roperly     with    immoral    ministers.      Perhaps,    that 
which  hind erea, more   than   all    other   things,    the   Commissary   in 

his   visiting  v/as    tne   opposition   and   general    aversion    of  the 

2 
people    to    anything    like    a    "spiritual    court".      Tiio   very   air 

of  Virginia    seemed    to   breatnt  a   spirit    for   freedom  into    every 

one  who  placed   a   foot   upon  her   soil.      Although    Blair   iiad   a 

spirit    of    righteous    indignation,    ho   dealt    gently   with  tie 

cj[ergy,    on   the  whole.    Jie  ^£-i,d  unless    they  were   "notoriously: 
1  .    Perry,    p  .13(i 
2.       Tl;id,    p.  214 
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scandalous"    he   found    it    necessary   to   content   himsolf   with   adm"- 

nations,    fo^    if    he   suspended    any   one,    he   had   no   one    to    put 

1 
in    his    place.        Durin;-^   tno   first    thirty    five  years   of    his 

Commissarysnip   he   only    suspended    t"ro   ministers.         June   2o,172o 

he   wrot  T   to   M'' ."Porb  OS :     "Because   of    the  v/ant    of   c^^ergymen  to 

fill    vacancies,    T    choose    rather   to    lean   to    the   gentle    than 

2 
the   severe   side."         The   Commissary    earnestly    endeavored   by    in- 

sti-uction,    by    encouragement    and   V/y    rebuke,    when   necessary,    to 
cor"oct    and   purify    the   clergy.       Rve^y    speech   aadlotte"  &¥- 
to  the   clergy  unmistakably  breatheJa  deep    and    earnest    spir- 
it   for    the   betterment    of    the    religious    condition    of   the    col- 
ony,   ana    especially   for    raising    the   ministers    ab<:-ve  reproach. 

Br. Blair    conld   mevor  rest    easy   as    lorg   as    tnere  was    a 
parish  vn  thout    a   preacher.      Tt    is    said    triat    Guto,    whatever 
his    theme  might    be,    always    ended  his    speecn  "dth     del  enda 
est   Carthago    -    Carthage  must   i^  o   destroyed.-         Tt      is    certain 
that   Dr. Blair,    whenevoT-   writing    to    the   Bishop    of   London    con- 
cerning  tno   Church,    nearly  always    expressed   a  desire   for   the 

3 
Bishop    to    send   more  pi  eachers    to  Virginia.  The    intensity 

of  ni s  spirit  in  pleading  I'or  more  ministers  when  materially 
they  v/ere  to  benefit  him  n..ne  whatever,  fastens  one's  atten- 
tion  upon    it.      The    explanation    of   all    this    is    short    -    it    is 

1  .  Pcffirr-y,  p.  250  . 
2.  Ibid  .  p .251 . 
'6.    Ibid.      pp.    25(',318,334,-    344, oSV,    3o2  . 
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sir>iply    that    BlaiT'   was   a    man    of   f^od   and   had    the   good    of   -lis 
people   at   hea'^t.        '''iie  Bishops   of  Tjondon,    thouf;;h    thoy  had 
-gH>r-^  at    homo   to   occupy    their'   time,    wo^e   always    thourrhtfiil    of 

the   relif^ioas   welfare   of  Virginia   and    ready   to    aid    in  any 
v/ay .      The    thour;htfulness    and   the    spirit    of    their   letters    to 
the   Commissary   a^'e  beautiful.      Thoy    sent    ovo'-   ministers   when 
thoy   could.      But    ov/ing    to    the   fact    that    in    the   colony    the 
preachers  were    employed   by   the   year,    instead    of   being    inducted 
into    their"  parishes   o'*   livings   as    in    England,    made   it   very 
difficult    to   get   minister's   to    leave   home  and  a    place   of   ce*"- 
tainty   for    a   foreign   land   a>"id   a    precarious    living.      Ministers, 
to-day,    bccustomed    to    being    employed    by    the   year   hardly   knov/ 
what    a   hinderance    this    was    in   keeping   preacher's  from  Virginia. 
As    already  feientioned,    it    was   the   duty    of   the    '^Toverno'-   to    in- 
duct  ministers    into    the    churches,    but    the   vestrymen    of   eacn 
parish  practically   ruled   all    church  affairs   -    employed  and 
turned    off   their   preacciers    according    to    their   own   desi^-es   and 

the    TTOvernor'  dared    not    oppose    them.      A   preacher   was    rarely 

1 
presented    to    the   Governor   for   induction    .         '''ne   Comnissary 

wished    the    Gove"nor   to    induct    the   clergymen    in   order    that    more 
and  bottc   ones   might    come   from    England.      He   said   ministers 
living    in^.precarious    ci  r'cumstances   a*~— they  h-ad-to— w^ven-no-t- 
1  .    D"r4i-liiii"    t.T  trill'   Diuhop    of  Lof.dorv.  ^^^^iLZh^-C^yf . .^ai^^^^^^^-*"*^^ 
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-in.diJ.ai_ejci itt-%-o— th-el  r    livings  -could   not    "match   so   muc  :   to  their 

1 
advantai'-e  as    if    they    were   settled  by    induction."         Wn  v/ished 

them  to  marry   in   the  best   families   for    tv.'o    "easons,    that    they 
might   hav'5   helpful    wives    and    '^aise    themselves    in   the   estima- 
tion of    the  people,    anu    thus   be    able   to   do   more  good.      Xhe 
Cormiissary  did    whfet    he    could    to  keep    the  glebes    in   good    con- 
dition ana    to    raise    t.-ie    sala'^y   of   ministers,    that    he   might 
better  their   lot.  Again,    the   odium  under   wl-:  ich    the  minis- 

t  ry  ws^   in   the   colony  made   it    hard    to    persuade   good   men   to 
come  over,    and   i-t- s-eeffl«-  t-iiet-  the   standing    of   the   clergy  *r«a 
_>«>ti^  reported   in    England  worse  than  it   was.      These   obstacles   did 
not   abate,    in   the  least, the   Commissary's    efforts    to    obtain 
more  preacners.        He  kept    v/riting    to    the   bishops    to    send  more 
ministers,    and   whenever   he      made    a    trip    to    Rngland   he  urged 
them  p  ersonally .      His    efforts    were  not    in    vain.      In   1696    there 

vreve   at   least   fifty  parishes    in  Virginia   and   only    twenty   two 

2 
preachers.      In   1707    thee  were  nearly    forty   ministers.         In 

2 

17x3  Dr. Blair   wrote   the   Bishop  of   London    that       i.hero  were 

3 
'*about    ten  vacancies   and   no   m:nisters    to    supply    them."        And    in 

1733   there  were  only    two   vacancies,    save    some  unfinished  par- 
ishes.     Tv;o   yeqrs    later    there  were  more   vacancies    owinr    to 
the  death  of  four  of   the   clergy   andi  the   completion   of  new 

T.      Dr.olair    to    the   Bishop  of  London. 

2.  Perry,    p.    Ibb . 

3.  Ibid.    p.    250. 


parishes.      £ut    in   1740    ther-^  wore   only    four-   or   fivo    churches 

1 
without   preachers.        And    in    1742,    one   year  before  Elair's 

deatn,    no tvri  ths  tandi  ng  many  preachers  had  been   lost   by  death 

and    several    new  parishes   formed   during';   his    Comrriissary  ship , 

there   were   only    "two"    "vacant    churches",    so    he  wrote    to    the 

2 
Bishop    of   London.        Thus  we  see   one   desir-e  of   his   life  o-c- 

comp 1 ished . 

Not    the    least    of  Blair's   means    of    raisin^  the   clerp;y    to 
hi  frher   life,    was  his   own   upri^-:ht    life.      His  p'^ecepts    to    the 
clor,^y   were  good    and   his    life   was    consistent   with   than.      Amid 
all    his    trials,    and    though  his    enemies  would  have  been  glad 
to  find    something   to    in.)u''e  him,    tiiere   is   not    a    single   ia*t— 
moral   blemish    recorded   upon  his   character.      His   life   stood 
out   lief  ore    the   clergy   as   both   an    example    to    them  and    as   an 
endorser  of   what   he  had    said. 

Possessed  as   was   Blair  with   p^^re   piety,    power  of    in- 
sight   and   \intiring    energy,    his   labors   were   of  great    value 

to    the    ccurch   in  "''i'^ginia.      ^y    reading   Ha"twell,    Elair   and 

3 
Chilton's    "Present    ."^tate    of  Virginia",    \vritton   in   1G95,    and 

reading   Hugh    'Tones'    "Present    rotate  of  Vi-ginia",    written   in 

1_724,    and    other  literature   of    a    later  date,    on -i   can    readily 

1.  Perry,    pp.    302,    363. 

2.  Tbid.    p.    364. 

3.  D".Rlair  was   one    of    the   autnors    of   this    little    niatory 
which    is    the  best    account    v/e  have  of  '^''irginia    and   ner   govern- 
ment   in   the    last    paf't    of   the    seventeenth    century. 
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i 

see   there   had  been    an   impvov  orrient    in    th  o  cler'/ry.        Mugh   Jones, 

though  no  friend    to    Slair,    saiu    in   174X  tiio  biilk    of    the   clergy 

^  2 

"had    a  mind    to    do   tiiei  f    duty   ana    live  happily."  Dr.Elair 

nevoT"   ceased    to    st'-ive   for   the   welfare  of    nis    pooi'le  until 

hib   life   coased.      The   ola  man,    wlien    ab  otrt    eif;:;hty  five   years 

of   age,    although   he  iiad    struggled  with    tne   difficult    affairs 

of   a   colony    in   a    foreign    land   fof   more    than  half   a   century, 

still    preached    "ove''y   Sunday",    and    as    far  as   his   physical 

condition   allov/ed,    was    active  in  fulfilling   the   three  other 

offices   he  held.        His   constant   and    earnest   activity   while 

young   f o "  the    religious  welfare  of  ^'^irginia,    cjid   the    tenacity 

with  Wiilch  he   still    clung   to   his    first    love  when  rany  years 

above    three   score   and   ton,    plainly    show  D--. James    Plai  r   to 

have   been   a     man   wtiqsought   not    his    own   ease, but    the    nood    of 

his   people    and    the 'glorification  of   the   One  who    stood   by  him 

in  all    of   his   tasks.      One  can  not    well   calculate  influence. 

It    is    like   leaven.      '''he    religious   good   tnat     the    fifty    eight 

years   of  faithful   preaching,    the   fifty   four  years    of    able 

Commissaryship,    and    the  upright    life   of   D". Blair  did   fo  i-  ''ir- 

ginia   in   her  formati-e«-  period   will    not    be   knoivn    in  full   until 

the  sea  shall   give  up    its  dead. 

1  .    Perry,    p  .    213  . 

2.      Jones'    Present    State  of  '^''i  rgini  a  .  ,p   73. 
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OIAPTP.R    TI  . 
Dr.BlEir   as    trie  Founder  of  ^''illiam  and   Mary   College. 

cJm 

rr-.Blai"  not    only  had    the    relip;ious   but    the    oducational 
good   of  his    country    at   heart.         Tn   fact,    he   saw    that    relig- 
ion  and    education  g'.>   hand   in  nand .      Tn  iii  s    ea'"nest    efforts   to 
promot:^    the    religious    conditioii   of  Vir^-inia   he    saw  most 
clearly  and  felt   most  keonly   the  need  of    educated  preaches. 
Dr. Blair  ^vas   a  man   who   always   grasped   the    situation    readily 
ana   prepared   the  roughly   f  o "  a   work.        He   knevA   that    without 
some  place  of    loarDiinj':    at   iiome   at    which   to    educate  the  minis- 
tors   no    great    religious    work    could   be  done.      Accordingly  he 
turned   himself    to    the    task    of   founding   a    college    in  Virginia 
where  men  might    be   educated  for    the  ministry.      He   wished    to 
found    a    college  not    only    to    educate  preache  "S   but    also    the 
youth   of    the   c<;untry. 

Long   before  Blair's    time    efforts    had  been  made   to   estab- 
lish a    colle.'-e  in  "'''irginia.      in    1619    neorn;G   Thorpe   and    (^eorge 
Landys      planned  for   a      university    in   Virginia.      ?!i  r   i^idwin 
®andys    moved   that    ten    thousand   acr-es    of   lana   be  granted   for 
a  i.)niversity    at   Henrico.  The  grant  was  made,      '^-eorge 

Thorpe  vras    chosen  manager  of    the    lands.      Contr-acts  were  made 
with    "brick  makers".      The  bisnop    in   nlnrland   raised   the   sum 
of  fifteen   hundred   pounds   to   go    toward    a  university.      Maiiy  of 
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tho  colonists   wcfo   interosteci    in  the    educational    pro.lect    and 

1 
made  donations    to    it.         Tt    seemed   that    Virginia  was   soon    to 

have    the   first   collece  in  Am3'-ica.      hut   in   the    spfin^   of   ir:22 
the   awful    uprising    of   the    Indians,    in  which  M^-. Thorpe   ana    three 
himdT-ed   and   fo'-ty    settlers    including    those    on    the   university 
grounds,    were  massacred,    put    a   sad   and    sudaen  stop    to    this 
noble  movement    in  behalf    of    education.        Fo^-   the  next    seven- 
ty  years   little   except    some   legislating   was   done   towam    founa- 
ing   a   college   in  Virginia. 

""wo   years   after  the  Indian  Massacre    the  idea   of   a  college 
for  ■^''irginia  was    revived.      It  was    suggested    that    the  build- 
ings    be  located   on  an   island   in   the   Susquehanna    river,  that 
they  might  be  protected  fr-om  the    Indians.      In   1G24    tho   island 
was   granted  for    the    "foiindinge  and  maintenance  of  a  universi- 
ty  and   such  schools   in  Virginia  as    shall    there  bo   e-ected, 

2 
and    shall   be   called  Acadania   Virginiensis    et    Oxoniensis  ." 

But   the  Acadanijtt  3/4-Rginlens-ia-  et    Oxon-i^ista  never  became  a 
reality.      Tho  death  of   Mr.Sdward   Palmer, its   principal    advocc-t^ 
brought    the   plan    to    an    end. 

In  lo60   the  Assembly  of  Virginia  passed    resolutions   for 
the   founding   of  a  college  and   free  school    "for   the   advance 

1.  !TeiIl's   Virginia  Company   London,pp  .137  ,  i;58, 146    -    14'J  , 
329,330. 

Neill  's    Earliest    efforts    to   promote    Education   in    Rnglish  M-.rth 

America  . 

2.  Neil.l  's   Virginia  Vestusta.p  .183 . 
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of   1  earning,  education    of    y.utn,    supply   of    the   '^linistry,    and 

1 
promotion   of   pioty".  Tt   was   also   voted   that    coiTimissi  oners 

of    the   county    cou^-ts    take   subscriptions    for  erectin^^;    a   colJogc 

and    that    the    conrriissi oners    send,   orders    to    the  vestrjTnen   of 

the  parishes    to    raise  money    for    the   same  purpose. ■*"        "Consid- 

2 
orabl  e   sunes   of  money    ana    quantityes    of  tobticco"      were   sub- 
scribed  but  nothing  mate''ial    was    accomplished. 

It    is    not    strange    that   these   several    attempts    failed,    fo" 
whiie  many   coloniL>ts  v/ere   in    earnest    about    education,    the  ma- 
jority   of   them  had    theit-  hearts    turnea   toward      pleasure   and 
an    easy   life   or   s  et    on  making     money.      Some   among  the  high- 
est   clashes    were  not   much   in   favor  of    education*      We   hear 
Sr  William  Berkeley,    Governor   of  Virginia,    saying, "I    thank 

God    the'*e   are  no   free   sGho<,'ls    o^  p'^inting,    and    I    hope  we  shall 

3 
not   have   these  hundred   yea'^s."         It    is    Just    to   say    that    ten 

years   before  making   this    statement   Berkeley   nad    subscribea    to 

the   cause   of  .e]  ot-1  c  -.,  I    oaucation.      Then,    rieans   for    establishing 

a    college  were    extremely    scarce  in   those    early    days    of   the 

colony.        Another  hinderanco   is  found    in   that    the  people  of 

Virginia   were   scattered   ovc    the    country   and   so    it    was  more 

difficult    to   get   them  interestea   in   establishing  colleges 

4 
tjian   it   would   have  boon,    had   they  been   settled  in   towns. 
1  .    P'snj^ing    II  .,25     ' 
2.         •<  "      37. 


3.  "  "    pp    511,517 . 

4.  Adam's  College  of  wmi^^rn  and  Mary,  p  14. 
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A.tsain,    tliere   wore   always  dispvites   as   to  where  a    college 

1 
shoiild  b  ■?  located,      .-'ut   perhaps    that   which  was    lackinc, more    • 

than  anything    else,    was    a  man    to    stand   by   tjnd  push   through 

an   educational   pro.loct    in  those    tryinp;   days   of   beginnings. 

The  nan    to    fill    the  place  was   found    in    the  pcson   of  D?'. James 

Blair,     the   able    and  persevering    Scotc'iman. 

Commissary   Blair   in   lv90   set    himself   to   the  work   of 

foiJnding   a    college   in  Virginia,    tiiore  being   at    that    time   only 

"one   privately  endowed    school   and    a  few   old   field  schoojls"    in 

2 
the   colony.        Ho    talked   education   in  such   a  mannet-  as    to    "in- 
fuse  fire  into    the  ct^ld   hearts"    of   the  people  and   espec    ially 
into    the   Burgesses.      Tn   1690   D  ••  .Blair,  together  with  some   of 
the  clergy,    got    up    ".^everal    Propositions   to  be   humbly   pre- 
sented  to   the   Consideration  of   ye  next    General    Assembly,    f.-.r 
ye  better    encouragement   of    learning,    by    the  fouiiding   a  col- 

le''^e   in    this    country    to    consist    of   tiiree   schools   vi  z ,  rjrammar, 

3 
Philosophy,    and      Divinity."        This  petition  asked    the   'Gener- 
al  Assembly    to  petition   the  king      ana    queen   for  a    charter  for 
a    college,    a   grant   of  land,    a   part    of    the    qixit-rents    of  Vir- 
ginia  and    other  small    revenues    to   go    toward    establishing  a 
college.      T'n.e  proposition  also    contained   a    general   plan   for 

founding   and    goverTiing    a    college.      The   coiincil    of   state 

1  .    See  page   3/" 

2.  Cook's    History   of   Virginia,    p. 305. 

3.  College  Papers,    bundle   630. 
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approved,    this  plan  as    an    "excellent    design"    and.    empowered. 

and   autht^rized  Dr. Flair  ana   several    o'lie^'  prominent  men   to 

solicit    subsc-ipt  ions    and    gifts    to  defray    the   charges    of  a 

1 

college  building.         The  subscription  papers    show    that    the 

motive    for  fouixling   a   college  was    three  fold    -    "The   Rducation 


of   OUT-  Youth,    a    constant    supply   of   oiir  Ministry   and  fth&p-e-  a 

foundation  fo^'  ye  Qonversion   of  our  neighboring  Heathen 

(Indians)    to    the   Christian  Faith."         Some  money  was    subscrib- 

2 
ed    for-   the  benefit   of  a   college.  In  Hay   1691    the  Genoral 

Assembly      appointed   Dr.Rlai^-,    and  gave   him  instructions    to   go 
to    Flngland   and    solicit    a   charter  and  funds    for  a    college  in 
Vir-ginia.        He  v/as    instr'ucteu    to    seok    the  assistance  of    the 
Bishop   of   London   in   obtaining   a   chatter  f '-om   the    Crown.      His 
instructions  were    quite  fmll  ,    l:.ut    so   great  was    the  Assembly's 
confidence  m  his   cha^^acter  anu   abiltV,    he  was    tola    to  do    as 
ho   shoula**think      .lecessarie"    in  presenting    the  supplications 
to    t  hei "  Ma J  os  ties. 

Now  we  have   the   College  at    the  point    reached  by   all    the 
former   ones, namely   planned   and    legislated   about,    and   it    is 
,1ust   begun,    merely   begun.      "^he   crossing    of    the    ocean    to    ob- 
tain  a   charter,    dealin.^'-   'vi  tn    indifferent   officials,    r-aising 

1.  Coll ege  papers, bundl e  636,    p. 5. 

2.  Kartwell,F.lai"  and   Chilton's   Present   State  of  Virginia 

p  .  7  0  . 
o.    America      and  West    Indies   paper's,    bundle   657,    p    lo 
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means  with   whicii    to    bulla    and    fu-i    the  Colier^e   tnd    wrestling 
with   str-inuous    financial    difficulties    are    to    follow.      TJut 
these  affairs    are   entrusted    to    one   who   never  know   what    it   was 
to    r:ive  up   any  undertaking. 

Tn  .Tune    1091    I)". Blair   sailed    fo -■    Rnr^land    to    solicit    a 
charter   for   the  proposed   college.      On   arriving   in   London   in 

September   the  difficulties  which   confronted  him  were  discou"- 

1 
aging.        King  Vfiiliam  was    in  Glanders    seeing    to    the   affairs   of 

the  war    in  v/hich   England  was    involved;    the   Bishop    of  London 

from  whom  Blair  was    to    seek   auvice  was    aick;    the  Archbishop 

of   Canterbury,    to   wtiom   the  king    trusted  wholly    in   occlesi- 

cjStical   matters,    was    at  Lambeth,    and   as  the  winter  came  on 

he  vms    frozen   up    there   for   five  weeks    liefo^o  he   could    get 

to   London   and    i^arliament   and   Goimcil   v/e  re    completely    absoW:ed 

In    the  business   ot    the  war.      Though    the   situation  vras   most 

discouraging,    Dr-. Blair  made   the  ve'-y  best   of   it.      He   idled   no 
time    av/ay,but    spent  his    spa'^e  -weeks    in    tr-ying    to    raise  money 
f  o '■•    the   college,    anu    these    efforts    resul1:ed   a    few   years    later 
in   a   donat  ion,knov/n   as    the  Boyle   fund   and    othe"  gifts,    in   all 
several    hundred   pcmnas    sterling.      Tn  obtaining    tti  o   charter 

Dr. Blair   showed    excellent    .judgment.      Late  in    the   fall    when    th  o 

Bishop    of   London   -"ocovered  Elai"   went    to    him   and    the    Bishop 

\'    l.'j^l'Oric^'i    Collections   -   Vi^^^inia   -   W. .S. Per-, pp    6    -8 
or   Blair   s   letters  . 
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receiveci  him     ve'T    cordially   and   promisca   his    support.      He 

advised  D'-.Rlair    to    take   tho   colloee     business   befors   the 

council    a)id    corTnitteo  on  plantations.      D".I.:iair  did  not   wish 

to  do    this, desired    to    present   it    th^'ough    the  I! i shop    directly 

to    the  kinf-   and    queen.      For ^    he    said,    he  wished   not   only    to 

obtain^  ciiar-te'?'  but    also    as   much   funds    as   possible   fo''    a   cil- 

A 
leg«.      He   explained    that    the   church   party  was    in  tlie   minority 

in    the   council    and    that,    v;hile   the  coimcil   might   grant    a 

charter, it   would    not   be   inclined   to  make  any   gift   of  money. 

Df  .Still  ingfl  eet , Bishop    of  Worcester',    favored    Blair  in  his 

plan   and    told   him   that    he  had    the   right    idea    about   accomplish- 

1 
ing  ?iis  mission,    and    to    this    the   Bishop   of  London   then  agreed. 

VJhil  e  waiting  for   tho  king    to    return   to   London,    and    for   him  to 
attend    to   urgent  war-  matters,    Dr. Blair  usoa   his    time  in    ex- 
plaining   to    the   bishop   and    queen  his  mi  ssi  on  ,  wi  nn  ing    ttiei  r 
favor,    and   in  preparing    all    things   as    far   as  possible  before 
the  petition  f  o  r  a    charter    should  bo  presentee,    to    the  king  and 
council.        "Hien    the  Archbish-.p    of   Canterbury  came    to    London 
he   aided   Dr-. Blair.      In   company   with    the   Ar-ch-bishop   Dr. Blair 
went    to    Q,uoen  Mary   and   made  known  his  mission.      The   queen 
v/elcomed    the   Commissary   f.nd    "graciously   approved"    'he    found- 
ing of   a   college  in  ""'i '^'-inia .      Late-,    when    th -^   college   pro- 

1.  Perry,    p    5. 

2.  CoUog  e  papers    -    Ilair's    letters. 
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posal    was  mentionea    to    the   kins   hu  was   much      pleased  with  it 

and   frankiy  pr-omisod   t(.    f'^ivo   something    toward   it,    if   he  coula 

find    any    mvcnnes   in  Virj^inia   fit    to  give.      VJh  on    th  o   time 

arrived    to    present    the  petition    fo!'mal3y    to     the   council   ^" ' 

Blair   having  boen   introaucsd   by    the   Archbish'.'p    of   Canterbury. 

^^  3i0,w#  Sff inr^am,    presented   it   in   an    appropriate  manner 

and   when   ho    closed   his    '^emarks   his  Majesty    said    ".'^]ir',I    am 

glad    that    colony   is  upon   so   good  a   aesign  and    t   will    pro- 

1 
mote  it    to    the  best    of  my   power."        D". Blair-  '.vas    asked    to 

givo    to    the   Bishop    of   Loauon   a    scheme  fof    the   dllege  and  an 

accon.nt   of  what  was    expected   fo^  it,    that    it  might  be  brought 

before   the   coimittee   on  plantations.      All   neeessa"y   stops    in 

regard    to    the  mattei"  having  been   taken,    the   charter  was   granted 

Februa'^y    the   ninet  eenth,  lfJ93,    fo '•   a    college   to    be  known   by 

the  name   of    "The   ColIe?';e  of  'YillibTi  and   ''ary"    in  honor   of   the 

and    qu  e  en 

kinr    and    queen.      With   the  charto''   trie  king   gave   toward    the 

\ 

College  nineteen    hundred    aiid    eighty  five  pounds  ,  fouT*t  e  en 

2 
shillings   and    ten  pence   out    of   the    quit-ronts   of  Virginia. 

They    also    granted    for    the  same   purpose  a    tax   of  one  penny 
on    every   pound    of  tobacco   exported    fr-om  Virginia   ana  Maryland; 
the  fees   and  profits    arising   f'-om      the   office  of  "urveyor- 
fleneral,    which  was    put  unde*"   t-ie   -'ontrol   of    the  College; 

1.- Percy's   Historical   Collection    -   Vir-^inia    ,pG    (Blair's    let- 
ters) 
2.    Coll  ege  pape"s  . 
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and   twenty   thousand   acres  of  lajid,    ten   thousand  of  which   lay 
south  of    the  Hlackwater    and    the    ot'nnr  ten    in    the   Pamunky 
Neck.  Df'. Blair  was    sent   with    a   roj-'al   order    to    FSeymour, 

the  Attorney-rTeneral  ,    to    issue   a  cha^'ter.      Seymour  hesitated. 
He   argued  that    Rngland  was   engaged   in   an   expensive  war   ana 
coTi.lu   not    a.ford  means   to    erect    a   colle.^e  in  virrinia.      Dr. 
Blair   explairaeci    that   tne   institution  was    to   educate  young  men 
to   pr'iach    the   '^-ospel.      Hs   said    the  '''i  rginians  had   souls    to 
be   saved    as    well    as    th^i  '•    -T,nglisii   countrymen.      T..   which  ^oy- 
mour    replied,     "^ouls,    darrm   your   souls  1    Make   tobaccol    "    T 
quote   this      saying,    r.ot    fo'"   itself,    for   i  t   is   not   one  to    be 
P'-ais  edjbut   because  it   throws  a   great    ray   of  light  upon   the 
obstacles    that   confronted   Blair    in   obtainirng    a   charte"  and 

funds  for   a    college   to    be    established   in  '^''i  rginia.      ^"Tii  1 '- 

U 
it    true  that    t;iose   p'rand   '.Id   bishops   and   others    encouraged 
A 

and    suppoT'ted    tlie   edvicational    ambition  of   the   American  Colo- 
ny,   yet   many    Knglishmen,    business  men  and  men   of   office, 
car'Xt   nothing  for   the    educational   v/elfar?  of  ^''irginia.      By 
them   "all    possible  objections   v/ere  made   to    the  project,    as 
a    design   that    would    take  our  planters   off   from   their      mechan- 
ical   employments   and  make   tn  em  grov/    too    knowing    to   be   obedi- 

2 
ont    ai^d   submissive."         T'leir    ideas   were    to  use   the   inhabitants 

1.  Charter    (attached    to   V/illiam  and  Mary   Catalogues    -    Riciimond 

187  (-) 

2.  Bishop   Burnet's   Histo-y   of  nis    own    Time,    p    697. 
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of    the   colon?'   b^    i  nst,  rr  iments   out    of  which    to   make   all    the 
money    they    could.      But   it   was    to   no   purpose    that    the  Attorney- 
General    swore   abo^'t    the   charter.      Rlai  r  was   ntjt   a  man    that 
could,    be   baffled.      Ke   went   after   the   char'ter   and  he   wr^uld 

have   it.      Having   accomplished   his    work   well    in  obtaininn;   a 

Dr. 

charter,    and  fvinds    for   tho  college,    Blair      sailed  back    to 

Virginia   in   the   spring-   of   1693.      By   tho  chart3r  he  was    "ct-c   - 

1 
at  ed  and    cstablishea   first    president    durinp;   his   natiiral    life." 

Tne  General    Asssmbly    of  Virginia   also    elected  him  president 

'^ .        The  charter  provided   the  organization  of 
of   the   College.  M^isX" 

the   institiition.      It    said  , the   faculty   of    the   C(;ll  ege   should 

consist    of   a  president    ana   six   professors   or  masters,    and 

that    the    Coll  ef-e    sho  'Id   be   a     pleci  of  universal    stxidy    of 

"Divinity, Phil osophy,    Languages    and  other   good    arts    and 

"Sciences".      Tt   provided   a   board   of    t  rustees,  somet  imes   called 

visitors    ana   governors,    that    sho  ila  not    exceed    twenty    in 

number.      Tn   the    chapter   the   first    trustees    of    the    College  are 

montionea   -    "Francis   Nicholson,    our   Lieutenant    Governor   in 

Colonies  of  Vi  r'ginia  and   f'Taryland;    ^vVm.Gole    ,    Ralph  V.^OT-mly, 

William  Eyrd    and   John   Lear,  Rsqui  res;    James   Klai  r,    Joiin   Farni- 

fold,    ."^itephen  Fo^ace   and    Samuel    Gray ,  cl  c- rks;    Thomas   Milner, 

Christopiie^'   Robinson,    Charles   Scarborough,    John   Smith,    Benja- 

1  .  Chart  c. 

2.  Blsir  was  allowed  250  poundsfor-  his  trouble  in  getting- 

the  char'ter.  ■"     ""^ 
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mill  Harrison,    Miles   Gary,    Henr-y  Hartwell,    V'illiam  ^^andolph 
and  Matthew  Par;e."  These  chose  the  president,    professors, 

rector,    and   chancellor.      The    '-ector    of    the   Coll  e;':e  was   appoint- 
ed yearly.      Dr. Blair  was    the   first    one.      The  chancel  lo''  was 
appointed   every  seventh  year.      i)r. Henry   Compton,    Bishop  of 
London,    was    the  first    chancellor  of    the   College.   The  board 
of    trustees   o'-  visitors    had   general    control    of    the   College. 
But    tho  charto''  provided   that    after   the    College  should   be 
founded    and    erected    the    triietees   shoulu    grant    ana    transfer 
to    the  president    and   professors    the    "Lands,    Man  o  rs  ,  T  en  emen  t  s  , 
Rents,    Services,    Rec tori os, Port i ons ,    Annui t i cs ,Pensi ons    and 
Advov^sons   of   the   churches,    with  all    other  inheritances, 
franchises  poss  ossions, goods,    chattels    and  Personal    estate". 
This   was    to   bo   done    in    order    that    the  ■  p  resident    and   profes- 
sors might   not    be    interfered   with   in   any  way'.      The  charter 
further  pT>ovided    that    the  president    and   professors   of    the 
College  should   be  a    "body  politic   and    incor-po  "at  ed   in   dead 
and  name".      This   body  had  the  power  to     plead,    and   be   im- 
pleaded, to    sue,    and  be  sued,    to  defend,    and  be  defended,  to 

answer,,     and  be   answered    in    all    and    every   cause".      The  facul- 

anu    elect 
ty  haa   full   and    absolute  power   to   nominate^  one    of   their 

number,    or   any  able   nan    they  wished,  to    the   House   of    Burgesses 

1 
to    represent    the    interest    of    the   College.         t^-^q  salary   of 

1  .    Chart  er . 


tVio  president   was   one   hmndred   avid   fifty  poi,mds    a   year  c.nci    the'. 

of  professors    eighty   pounds    each, together  v/ith      twenty   shillings 

entrance,    ;-.nd    twenty    shillini^;s    a   year,    for  pupilage  for 

1 
each      scholar."        .=!uch,    in  brief,    was    the  orfjanlzation   of 

the   Col  1  ef^e. 

As    soon  as   Df-.Flai'*    reached  Virr^inia   in   It^QS   he   tu^-ned 
himself    to    tii  e   task    ol'   navin^-;    the   College  building    er'ected. 
The  plan   of   the   building   was   modeled  by   Sir   Christopher  Wren. 
The  builainrx  was   not   completed   before  there   was   need   of     more 
money.      The  House  of  Burgesoes   strengtnened  the   royal    endow- 
ment  by  permanently   levying   an   export   duty,    of  an   average   of 

seven   and   one   half   V'^'^   cent.,    on  fnrs    and    skins    for  the    sup- 

2 
port   of   the   College.        Nicholson,    then    rjovernor  of   Maryland, 

enterevi    heartily    in    tli  e  good   work   and   gc.ve    one  hundred    and 
fifty  po\inds.      A   considerable   sum  of   money, twenty   five   hun- 
dred  pounds    or  more, had  been    subscribed   by  Virginians,    but 
only   a  very    small   part   of    it    could   be  Ci]*ectea.  Dr. Blair 

in   foiinding   a   college   realized   severely   that  which   is   true  in 
most    public   undertakings    -    that    it    is   much   easier*    to    get   peo- 
ple  to   promise  than   to   got   them   to   do   vrnat    they  have  prom- 
ised-.  First,    they  had   subscri],ed   some   to    oblige  ana    cur-ry 

1.  The  Present    State  of  Virginia    -   Hugh  Jones,    p .  \7 

2.  Hening   TTi.^pp    123,124. 

3.  Hartwell,    Blair    and    Chilton's   Present    State  of   Virginia 

p.    70 
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favor  v/itii  his    excelloncy    -the   f^overnor  v;ho  had   issued   a 
brief   for-   subscriptions,    -    otners   hopin;;    and    suppoyin^   it 
(the   collG^^e  project)    would    corae    to   nothing,    and  others   for 
the   Commissary's    sake,    that    they   might    not    be   thoiight    singu- 
lar  and   enemies    to   aio  good  a  worke,    putt    their    ht  nd    to    the 

^,rief6'   and    could   never  be    '"'iconciled      to    the   College"    afte"- 

1 
war-a.  These  not    only    .vould  not   pay  but   became    "enemies 

to,  the   Coll  fif'^e   on   the  account    of    their   subscriptions    toward 

it". 

?econd,many   of    the    subscribers    were    "angry"    and  would 

not  pay  because  the  Coll  ere  had  beeyv  situated   at  Middle  Plan- 

o 

<J 

tation    -    later  Williamsburg.         "Svery   one"   wanted    it    in   his 
own   county   and    neirhborhood "  .      In   the    above   statement    we   see 
plainly  how  hard  it    was    to   get    tne   early    settlers   in  ViT'rinia 
to  work    together   in    anything    for   the   corrmcn  good.      In   the 
third   place,    s<;me    subscribers    raisea    ttie   objection    that    the 
president    was    t^'eceiving   his   salary  before   the   college  build- 
ing was    actually   finished  and    the   school   became   a   colloge   and 

3 
the"oforo    th.ey  would   not    help.  Manifestly,    it    was   more 

v;o  rk    and   worry    to    the   president    to    raise   the   money,    have    th 
building      erected   and    raise    the    standard    of    the    school    to 

1.    College  pape''S'. 

2.      llening   itt  .    122. 
3.;[ow  Yo^'k   Archives,VolII .   Also   College  papers. 
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a   college    than    to    act   president    after*    trie    school    should   be 
well'    established.        V/hen  Dr-.Blai^-   ■"ctu'^ned  from   F,np;land   ho 
offered    to    go    to    his  parish   in  Henr  ico , who  re  ho  vfas    inaucted 
into    a   living,    and   not    to    receive   any    salary  lintil    the  build- 
ing   should   be   constructed,    but    the   gover-nors    of    the   College 
would    not    listen    to    any    such  thing.      They    saia    that    Blair   had 

been  the   manager    of    the   vrhole   business    and    they   were   afraid 

1 
that    it    would    still    c  cmo    to   nothing    ,    if   he  were  not    at    the 

head    of    it.      So    they  votea   for  nlm   to    leave   his    parish  at 
Henfico    anu    a  (xne   and    carry    on   the    college  work  with   "all    dili- 
gence".Blair   was   not    only    the   originatoi"   of    the    Colle;;e  but 
its   ve'-y    life.      I^astly,    the  collocto-^s   of   the  penny   a  pound 
on    tobacco  \'re're  prejudiced  agc-J  nst    the   Colle'^e   and    "began 
personally    to    entertain   odium  against    it""^  because    "that   money 
was   directed   from  their   coffers   into    a'nother  channel   by 

r 
C 

being    given   to    the   College."  But    the   collectors   ciieated 

the  College   out   of  a  groat   deal    of   the   revenue.      Besiaos   the 
lack    of   money   P''. Blair  had    enemies  who   opposed   him.      It    was 
impossible    that    an    active,    earnest  man  working   with  men,    who 
often   acted  me'^'oly   for  gain   and   from   other    supe^'f icial   motives 
should   not    have    some    enerrd.es.      But    he   never   thougiit    of 

1 .  Perry,    pp  .41    ,    42 . 

2.  College  papers. 
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r.ivixxp;  up   tho    >vork   becaMso    of   opposition   and    the   lack    of  money. 
He  cave    a  pa'"t   of  his    salary*      '^oTie   friends   advanced  money    to 
J:h  e  College.      ^o    the  v/ork   went    on.      Tiie   office   of    surveyor- 
general    bei';an    to   bring    in   money    aboiat   Christmas    1096    or   1097. 

1 
Tt   yielded   annially   about   fifty  pounds.        About    1697    the   ten 

thousand  acres    of   land    s(-uth   of    the   Blackwater  F^wamp   were 

leased.      Tp.ere  was    a  dispute   about    the   ten  thousand  ac'-es   in 

the  Pamunky  Ileck    ana    it   was    some   time  before   it    yieldoa    a 

revenuB    to    the   College.         Tt    appears    from  the    accounts/^  fefe-t 

are  before  me,t;iat    the    college  bu   Iding    cost    three   thousand 

5 
and    eighty   nine  pounds.  This   amount   includes    some    small 

amounts   paid   to    the   teachers.        V.'e  have    a   good  description   of 
the   appearance   of    the   Collo^'-e    in   Prof. Hugh   Jones'    "Present 
State   of  ""'irginia".      "The  front   v/hich    looks    due   east    is   doub- 
le,   and   is    136    foot    long.      7t    is    a      lofty   pJle  o-f"  br-ick   build- 
ing,   ad«7rned  with   a    cupola.      At    th)   north   end    rjns   back   a 
large   ^ing,    wriich   is    a  handsome   hall,    answe^'able    to    vriiich   the 
chapel    is    to   be  built;    aiiu   there    is   a    spacious   piazza   on    the 
west    side,    from  one   wing    to    tiie    other.      It    is    approached  by 
a   good   walk, and    a    ground    entrance  by    stops, with  good   courts 
and   gardens    about    it and    a   large   pasture   enclosed   like 

1.  Hartwell  , Blair  and   Chilton's    Present    State  of   Virginia,    p 

69 

2.  "Board  of  Trade"  -  Virginia,  Vol.  o. 
3  .   C  o  1 1  er:  e  p  ap  e  r  s  . 
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a  Per  vk   witn  about    150   acres    of   land   adjoininr;   fof  occasional 

1 
us  Gs  .  "  This   description  w^s   fi;iv'3n    of    th.e    s  gg  ond   building, 

but    the  mottol   was    tho    same   as    t!io   first    and    tradition   s&ys 

the  gene'^'al   appearance  was  . 

Teaching:  was   begun  before    tho  building   was   completed. 

The  grammar   school   was    started    in    1G93,       the   same   year    that 

Blsir   returned    from    Flngland..      Thus   we   see    tiTat    in    less    than 

three  years    from   the   time   Elair  began    to    inf\ise  fire  into   the 

Burgesses    about    tne    College  he    had  been   to    Rnrland , obtained 

the  charter,    returned   ana   put    the   Gollo,',e  in    operation.    The 

grammar   school   was    \vell   fur*nished  with   a  good   school   master, 

3 
usher   and   writing  master."  Mongo    Fnglis,    M.A.,a   Scotchman 

of    ability,    was    the  first   p^'ofesso"  of    the    grammar   school. 
This   grammar   school,    which  was    for   the    "education    of    tiie   youth 
of    the   Colony   in   tho  I-atin   and   Greek   tongues"   v/as    all    that 
the  College  had   for   several    yea^s.      Tt   was    the  corner  stone 
of    the   ins  titut  iojii .   '^'The   College  soon   did   good   work    for  in  a 
report,   made  by    ten   of    the  most    p'^omincnt  men   of   the    time, 
we  read,    "'"he   scholars  make  great   proficiency   in  their   stu- 
dies   to   the  general   satisfaction    of    their  parents    and  guar- 

4 
dians."        In   May    1697    the  Kor.s  e  of  Burgesses   attended   exer- 

1.  T'resent   State  of  Virginia   -   Hugh  Jones,    p.2G. 

2.  Coll  eg  e  papers  . 

3.  Board  of    Tr-ade    ,    Virginia,    Vol.6. 

4 .  "  "       "  It  ti       II 
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.^j-'cises    it    t;i.3  Co11op;g  end.   spoko  with    commendation   of    the 

studying   th^i  students  were  doing.      Tnat    yoar*    tne  Collet:^  had 

1 
twenty   nine   stiidents.  Tiis  first    Oorrv^.enc  snent    of    tho    Col- 

lege v/as    held    in    the   closing  y  ea  f    of    the   century.      It   was    a 
grand   occasion    for   the  colony   and    attract  ea  visitors    from  far 
be^ona    the   bounds    of   Virf^inia.       "'i'here   was    a   groat    concourso 
of  people;    s  overal    planters    came    thither   in    coaches    aiid  others 
in    sloi.'ps    from  Hew  York,    Pennsylvania    and   Maryland,    it    being 
a  new   thing    in   that    part    of  America   to   hear  graduates  perform 
their   exercises.      Indians   had    the    curiosity,  soma    of    them,    to     , 
visit   Vfllliamsburg  upon   that    occasion;    and    the   whole   country 
rejoiced   as    if    thny   had    some    I'elish   of   learning.        As   men- 
tioned  above,    it   was    several    years  before   the   College  became 
more    th.an   a   gramn^iar  school.      The   growth   of    the   institution 
was    not   as    rapid    as    one   mignt    expect    and    this   was    greatly 
owing    to    the    lack    of    funds,      "'e  might   pass    over    tiiis    period 
of   slow  growth  by  merely   saying    there   was    a   lack    of  money 
and    it    takes    time  for  anything   to    grow.      But    this   would   not 
be   doing  Justice   to    the   roal    ci '-cums  tanc  es  .      There  were   two 
other   things   that   hinderod    tho  gro\vth   of    the   College    enovigh 
to   demana   mention  here.      Fi  rs  t  ,Dt' .Fjlai  r  '  s    troubles  with 

l..'7illiam   and   Mary   College   i^uarte'-ly,    Vf,a  .  I  . ,  pi  oO  . 
2.      Campbell's   History   of   Virginia,    pp.    3ol,    362. 
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r,Q-ve^novs   of  Vjrp;inia,    and   sccona,    the  discord   between   th  ^ 
prosidont    and  Pr-ofossor  Mongo    Ingiis,    the   leading  mastor   in 
the   school.      The   t  roub  1  o   of  D".Blai''  with    the  /^ovemor's   caus- 
ed  him    to   have    to  make    two    trips    to    En/^land    and    these   to'k 
much    of   his    time   and    attention   from   the   College  when   it   need- 
ed  him  most.         The   contentions   divided   the  people   into    fac- 
tions   and   it   was   nothing  b\it   natural    for   the   most   of    those 
who   opposed  the  president    to   oppose    the  College,    sines  he  was 

the  head  of  it.        These  disturbances   were  also   the   cause   of  a 

1 
number  of    students  being    taken  from  the  College.        The  dis- 
cord between   President  Blair  and   Professor   Inglis,    which  was 
very  great   and   injurious    to   the   College   for  a   few  years,    is 
to   be    regretted    f  o '•  it   arose  largely   from  misunderstandings 
and   the  reports   of   talebearers.        Professor   Tnglis,    a  man   of 
considerable  abiltty,    but  who   would   talk   too  much,    became   ex- 
tremely  angry  with  President  Blair.      Ke   threatened    to   give  up 
his   professorship    ana    let    the  College   go    to  nothing,    for  he   .  ' 
said, the  whole    reputation  of   the   institution  was   derived   from 
himself.      Ke   declared   that    the   school    wo\-ila   never   amuiint    to 
anything  while  'Jlair   remained  president,    for,    said  he,    the 
President   used    it    only   as    a    "tool'vith  which    to    enrich   him- 
self"  end    as   a    "stalking  house"    by  wrJ  ch    to   carry   on  designs 
1  .      Coll  ege  papers  . 
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against   j^overriors    and    turn    them  out   of   office.      'P^'ofesso'' 
Inglis   spoke   as   disrespectfully    of   Blair-  as  he    coula.      He 
oven   acciised  him   of    tvyin;/;    to   break   up    the   Oollere.      But, 
unfortunately    for   tne   Professor's    ciia'^f^es,    they    contradict 
themselves,      ^'rhile   on    the  one  hand   they   say   Blair  gets   his 
riches    and    all    of   his   po'ver   from  the   College,    on   the   other, 
they   accuse  him     of  t"ying  to    ruin   the   institution  -    that   whiclv 
4*-©.  knows   to  be    the    source   of  his    income    ana  power. 

AJri--CLi'<uhis   dispute   threw   a  damper    ove"   the  whole  school^ 


partly  unfitted    Prof  essor^f  o  r  nis   work    and   destroyed   the  har- 
mony that  should    exist   between   the  president   and  professor. 
'^         Dr.Elair   scorns      not    to   have  become    angry  with  Mr.Inglis, 
but    tried    to    reason    the  matter  with  him.        'To   attempt   will 
be  made   here   to   give    a  full    account   of    ta o  causes  of  M-.In- 
glis'    fallinp;   out   -.-/ith  Dr.Elair,    f o '•   that   woulu   be  discussing 
then   farther   than    tiie'i.  r   importance  deserves.      T    only  mention 
briefly   a    few   of    the  causes    as   stated  by   t!r.lnglis    himself, 
while   irritated.         "Ti'-st,"    fio  said   r>". Blair    ordered   his 
brother's    son, John   Elair,    to   be    taken    fnam   the   College   and 
that    this   v/as    tiie  cause   of   D.-.Elair's    friends    taking    six   more 
studonto   from  the   school,    which   students  we'^o  boarding  v;ith 

him    (Inglis).       F,ach    student   paid    to   I.'r.Tnglis    twenty    shillings 
entrance  fee   tnd    the   same   siwn  for   tutorage,    and   this    together 
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with    the  monor   for-  boar-d    torictied  'Ir.Inclis'    pocket   book   v^-y 
sinsibly.      '^'i.is,    accorclinf:   to    ni  s   own   statements,    was    the 
chief    reason   of  his   hatred    toward    the   PrGsidenti'      But   Dr. 
Rlai''   said    ho  did  not   eras"   nis  nephev;    to   leave   the   College 
ind  furthe'--  moro  tm,  t  he  was   away   in   tocland  when    the  boy    left 
anci   knew   nothing    of   it   at    the    time.         '"-.econd",    't'-.Tn^lis 
said    the  PT-esidont  was   using    the  Golle;:e   as    a"stalKing  house" 
.o    serve   him   in    turning   out   governors.         "Third",    because    of 
Dr. Blair's    ingratitude   to   C-ovemor  liicholson    "'he   great    pa- 
tron of    the   College".       "Fourth",    because   Dr. Blair  had    "injur- 
ed   and  disgraced"    his    (Tnglis)    scholars    and    himself   by   state- 
ments  he   had  made   in  an  affidavit   a.-^ainst    the  governor.      Tne 
gist    and   tmth  of    the  whole   matter   is    this    rMr.Tnglis    thought 
Dr.ElaiT"  had  been   the  cause   of    the  seven   students   Being   re- 
moved  from   college  ana   these   removals,    according   to    the  Pro- 
fessor's   o\vn  words,    touched  nis    pocket    considerably,    as   well 
as  his    reputation  as   a   professor.      And  furthe"  more,    he  was 
a   friend    to   .^'icfiol  son,    Blair's    en  any ,    hence  from  both  his 

feeling   and    the    custom  of   the    time,    it    was    natural    for  him    to 

1 
be  an    enemy   of  D'-. Blair,        The  President  manageu    this   t'ouble 

betv;e  ;n   himself    ana    the  ^(Jrofessor   ably,    as   he  did    all    otaer 
1.    College  papers  .      Wongo   Inglis 'l  ett  ers  .   N  .Y  .Archives  , Vol  .1 
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difficulties    that    ar-ose.         Togothcf  witn    these   u'*awbacks    to 
the  (^ollo^e   followed   an.other  of   a  different    kind.      As   already 
intimatea,    the   coll  ego  building  had  been    erected  only   about 
ten   years    v;hen   it    burned   down.      T'lis    took   place   in  1705    .       " 
Very   little  saved    that    was    in    it",    says  Beverly,  "the   fire 
breaking   out    -about    ten   o'clock   at   ni:-:nt,    in    a  public    time. 
The   Governor  ana   all    the   gentlemen  came  up    to    the   lamentable 

spectacle."    "But    the   fire   iiad   got    such   a    power there 

were   no   hopes   of  putting   it   out."      This,    indeed,    seemed  dis- 
couraging   since   there  v/ere  no    funds      on   hand   with   which    to 
rebuild.      F-ut    it    is    saia    that    D". Blair   was  not    discouraged, 
"ot      f  o  r  a   moment   did   the   President    and    the   best    friends  of 
the  Collo."^e    think   of  giving   it   up.      Many  of  the  Virginians 
waiiteu  a   college  before    they  had    any  and  now    they  had   go  t   a 
relish   of    learning    and    seen  how  much   the  ^oll  ef :  e  was    calcu- 
lated   to    help   the   country,    they   were  not  at    all   disposed    to 
do   withov't    one.      Tne  President    and   othe"   trustees    put    them- 
selves   to    the    task   of    rebizllding  .      The   second   building  did  not 
go   up   nearly    so   fist   as    tae   first.      When  Alexander  Spotswood 
was    appointed   governor   in    IVlc   he    encouraged   the   President    and 
helpea    toward    the  building.      Finally   the   edifice  was    restored. 

The  second  building,    while   like   the   first    in  general    appear- 
ance,   was  more  beautiful.      It   was   not    "altogether  unlike 


1 

Chelsea   Hospital." 

Besides    the   main    edifice    tho^-e  was    also    one  Tor-    the    ed- 
ucation   of   Indians.      "Pew  people   oi'    to-day  know  hov/   much   inter- 
ested   the    early   settlors    of  Virrjinia  were    in   educatinf^   and 
ffhris tianizi'ig    the    Indians.      Thoy   werg   in    ea'Tiest    aboni:    the 
matter.      In    connection  ''/itJi    the   early   movements    for   colJ  ?(C-es 
there  was    always    somethin;-    said    about    educating    the  Tnaians. 
There   is    scarcely    a  petition    that   states   the  purpose   of  found- 
ing William  and   Mary    College  but    that    expresses    the   inten- 
tion   of    educating  the  natives    of  Ame'^ica. 

The  promoters   of   the   educational    pf'o.ject    carried   tiiis 

intention   into    effect.      Mon.Rtjbert   Boyle,    who   died   in    Flngland  ■ 

in   1^91,    ordored  his    executors    "to  apply  his   personal    estate 

to    such   charitable   and  pious  uses    as    they, in   their  discretion, 

should   think   fit."        '•'he  Boyle  beques  t,i5,400,    was    invested 

in  a    laiided   estate   called   the  Brafferton.      v;hi  1  e   in   Sngland  in 

1692   iV-.Blai'-   hau     partly    secured    this  bequest.      In    lo97    he 

went  back    to    Rngland,    and    aided  by    the   Archbishop    oi'   Canter-- 

bury, obtained   the  most    of   this   bequest  for    the    College   of 

3 
William   aiid   Mary.        A   part    of   ti.is    legacy   went    to    KaT'vard 

College.      r-y  means    of    the   Boyle    endowment   the  College   of 

1.  Present   State   of  Virginia   -   Hugh  Jones,    p. 26. 

2.  Prof  .11. E  .Adams  '  '^''/illiam   and   Mary   College, p    16. 
'^  e  T'  r-y   p  .    8  . 

^.    Duychinck's    Cyclopaedia    of   Amc'i  can  Li  t  erature,  Vol  .1 

pp.87,    88. 
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Willian  and   Ma'^y   cr-ectcd   a   buildin<T,    called   1,  ho    "Braf  f  e  ^-t  on"  , 

solely   for*  Indian    educ6ti(yn,    which   purpose   i'''    1  onf;   sorvod. 

1 
It    was    a'  handsome   house"    and    had    twelve    rooms.  This   build- 

in,'^   is    still    standin,'"   and   is   used    as    a  dormitcy   fo^   stu- 

2 
dents.      The    Indian   scho<jl   had    a  master  or  professor.         Gov- 
ernor Spotswood  jdix'^'inf;  his    administration,    abolished  tlie  petty 
tribute   fonnerly    exacted    from  certain    Indian    t-ibes,    on   con- 
dition   that    the    "chief  men"    should   send    tlieir   children   to 
the   college   to    be    educ    atod.      yvc^  hostile    t'^lbos   yoiang   In- 
dians   vrcre  taKon  as   hostages,    to   be    educated,    vj^ho    served   to 
■maintain    the  public   safety.      The   queen   of   tao  Pamunky   sent 
nov  son   to    the  Colle>i-e.      Many  of    the   Inaians    who    came    to    the 
school    took  much   interest    in   the   studies.      During  Spotswood's 
regime    there   were  nearly    twentjr   Inaians   at    the  College  at 
one    time.      It    seems    that    this   Indian  dep&rtment  did  well 
for   a   time.      Governor  F>potswood   iha    communication   to    the 
Eishop    of   London,    uated   July    26 , 1712, speaks   of   the   success 
of  the   expe'^iment,    l>ut   of   the   insufficiency   of   the   endowment. 
The   Indians,    he  says,    "are  decemtly    clo„thed   tna  maintained,    so 
that    they   seem  ve'y   well   pleused  with   the  change  of    their 
condition   as    indeed    tneir  parents    and   otiiers    of   their  j^fcr»Rx 
n&tions   v;ho    come  frequently   to    see  them,    express  mac'i   satis- 

1.  Di.iychinck 's   Cyclopaedia   of  American  Literature,    ^''ol    I   pp 

87 ,  88 

2.  Letters    of   Governor   Spots\Yood,    I.,p    174 
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faction   v;i +h   the    care   that    is    taxon   of    them,    aiid   ffequontly 

lasnent    their*   ovnrx   misfovtune   in   not     lavinr;    like   advantages 

in   theiT"   youth;    but    as    the   revenue   of   the    Goll  ago   settled  by 

?1'-.Hoyle   for    tha'    esT-vice   is    insuf  lici  ent    to    support    so 

great   a  charge,    I   hope  your  Lordshixj   will    use    interest   for 

obtaining    some    contributions    from  the    "Society    fo'r   pr-opagat- 

1 
ing    the  Oospel    to  Promote   so  good  a  desirn."        Rut    this   Indian 

department   never  did   the    rood    that    its   promoters  had    thought 
and  hoped.      The  disposition   of   the   roving    Indian\^   v/ho   had 
been  hemmed    in   only   by    the   gilded    horizon    and   blue    canopy 
of   the  neqvens  was   not   adapted   to   academic  walls.      Many   bo- 
came  dissatisfied   in   school    and   pined    away    anu    died. 

the  guidance  of 

The  College  for  the  whites   under  its   able   aid  -Cff^ns-Q-  '  '-■^ 
--c-caJ-ea  pr-^sident,    increased   in    size  ana   usefulness.      The 
board  of  visitors   and    govemors  met   often  to   attend      to    the 
business    oi'   the   College  and    look   after  gifts   and    endowments. 
The  proce-^dings    oi"    these  meetings  were  well  kept.      Tney    c(>n- 
tain  not    only   such   transactions    as    selecting   professo-^s    and 
choosing  visitors,    but    they   have   the  minutest    actails   of  the 
College  business.   'J;' Notwithstanding   that    the   governors   of 
the  College   attended   closely    to    their   duties,    the   institu- 
tion  was    cheated  out   of   the   revenue  belonging   to   it.        From 

1.  Letters   of   Gov .?po tswood,    Vol.!., p.  174 

2.  Virginia   Magazine  of  Histons    Vols.    3   ana   4. 
3  .    Heni  ng  Vol  .  I V  .    pp   429  ,  430      Co  1 1  eg  e  p  ap  e  rs  . 
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time    to    time    f^ifts    of  mor-;    or    loss   impo^tanco  were  made    to 

1 
the  Coii  Gp;c.      In    1718   the  Cenoral   /.asembly,    acting;   on   the 

advice  of    "^Tovernor   f^potswood,    gave  one    thousand   pounds.      In 

172r)    the  House   of  Burgesses  put    a  auty  on    liquors,    which   rov- 

2 
enuG   was    given   to    the   Coilcce.        Both    the   one    tho^isand   pounds 

and    the    income   from  liquors    were  used   in    establishing;  schol- 

aT'ships .      Golonol    !iill    of   Phi^-ly,    and    Robert    Ca'-to"  of  Oor- 

otoman    tof^^ether  p-ave    two   hundred  pounds  f o  ^-   the    endoi.vrnent   of  e 

scholarship.      Mrs .  Sii^abeth   Harrison   of   f^urrej''    contribiited 

three  hundred   pounds    and    '!"s. Thomas   Bray,    of  ':'ev;  Kent,tv:o 

hundred.         The   College  had    a   library   containing    a   considerable 

number  of  volumes    considering   how   few   books    there  were   on 

3 
this    side  of    the   Atl^cntic.      ?"om    time    to    time   books   were  do- 
nated  to    it    from  private   librar-ios.      When  Alexander  Spots- 


wood   died   in  lj(40  he  bequeathecj.   his  books,   naps   ana  mathe- 

4 
matical    instruments    to    the   College. 

Until    1711    the  faculty   of    the   College   consisted   of   Pres- 
ident  Blair,    a  grammar   professor,    Mongo    Inglis,    an  usher 
James   Hodges,    ana    a   wi-iting  master.      The   building  having  been 
destroyed  by  fire   in  1705,    the  money    that  would   liave   omploy- 

ed   professors    nad  to   go    tov/ard_  erecjijig    the  new  ^ui  Idling . 
1  .    Honing, ^''ol    IV  .p    74  . 

2.  "  "       "       "    148,432. 

3.  ^''irginia  I^agaZ"*  no   of   History  ,Aroi  ,4  ^p    jf^j  ^ 

4.  ^'Vinsor's   Narrative    and   Critical    History    of  America, 

Vol  .    v.,    p.2o7  . 


50 


Tn    1711    Mr.Lef everc  was    GJecteci    first    Professor  of   Mathenat- 

1 
ics.         In    1717    Rev  JIuni"!   Jones    acted   Professo"  of  Mt  thematic  s  . 

The    exact    time    other  professors  were   added   to    the   faculty 
is  not    known,    but    by    1829    it    contained   tlie   f li  11    number   in- 
tended,  by    the   charter*,    six   p""ofessors,    graduates    of    Rdinburgh, 

2 
Oxford    and    v'amb  rid;:i:e .         It   v/as    the   first    colle;'-e   in   America 

to    have   a    f'U  1    faculty.      BartholomeViT  Yates    anu   Francis  Foun- 
tain weT-e   the   p"ofesso"s    of    Tiieology,    Vfilliam  Dawson   and 
Alexander  TT-v;in,    of   Philosophy  and   Mathematics,    Joshua  F"y 

of    the   gratnmar   school    snu    Richard   C;\;ocke\    '""f    I'lie    Ind'i  an 

3 
school.       The  Classical   languages,    Oriental   languages,    Divin- 
ity,   Mathematics    and   Philosophy   were   now    taught.      Tims   we 
see   that    President    Bl  air,<iLgainst    fire,    personal    opposition   and 
scarcity   of  m<\aey,    br-ought    the    Hollere  to    its    full    size   and 
to    success.      T-r-uly,    no   v;as    a  man,    who  when  he  had    once   put 
his   hanas    to    the   plow,    never  lookoa  back.      In    1729    the  Collog^^ 
as    t!io   chafte'*  had   p'^ovided  ,was    transferred    to    the    Presidgit 
ana   Professors.         The  College  aiu  nu.    disappoint   Dr.Elair   in 
his    expectation    of   good.      It   did   much   in    raising    the    stand- 
ard  of   the  ministry  ana   has   played  a   great   and    important 

1.  ^Mrginia  Histo'^ical   Collections,   VoL.T.,pp   103,156,158. 

2.  William  and  Mary  His  t  .Pape  rs  ,vol  ,IJ  ,p  .65) . 

3.  Tr-ansfe"  of    the  College. 

4.  Transfer;    attachoa    to  William  and   Mary   Catalogues , Rich- 

mond, 1  870. 
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part    in    ediicating    statesmen,      Conce'-ning   minister's   Bishop 
MoaciG    said,  "It    is  positively   affirmed   by    tnose  most    compe- 
tent   to   speak   that    tiie  best   mixiiste"s  wo'*o  those  edvxcated 
at    the   nol  loi'^-e . "      We  need  make  no    corrrncnt    on   the    statesmen 
who  have  studied   in   the  halls   of   old   William  and  Mary  College, 
their   names   speak    for   themselves.      Some    of    tnem   a"e,Jeff arson, 
Monroe    and    Tyler,    United   States   Presidents;    John   Tyler, '"rov- 
ernor    of   Vlrf.>jinia;    Pe^rton    Randolph,    fi^'st    president    of   the 
Continental   Congress;     Famund    Randolph,    At  torney-'^reneral    £aid 
Secretary   of   State;    Beverly    Randolph,    Govenior    of   "^^irginia; 
John  Mercer,    (governor   of   Ha-i'land ;    James   Tnnes,    Attorney- 
General    of   ^''irfiinia ;  John   Blair,    Bushrod  "'ashingtfjn   anu    Piiilip 
Barbonr,    Judges    of    trie   Supreme   Court    of    tr.e  United   States; 
and   the   great   Chief  Justice  John  Marshall.      Besides    these 
trie   College  has    sent    out    fifteen   senators,    a  greater  number 
of   representatives,    fifteen  governors,    more    than    tnirty 
.judges,  two    comnodores,    nine   members    of    the    cabinet,    ana    a 
number   of   other  men   of   public    trust    and    high   position.      In 
founding   William   and  Ma'T   College  Dr. Blair   put    in  motion    a 
mighty  power   to   shake   the  ^throne  aiid    set  Amc^'ican   conscience 
free.      Tt    was   during   iiis    two   years    st^^dy    at   ^'fj  11  iam  and  Mary 
College    that    Jefferson  was    inspired   with   the   tlioughts    that 
expanded   !iis    mind   and  gave   him  his   idea   of   an    educational 
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sys^om.      Ho   says,    "In    the   sprin^;;    of   17G0,    went    t'>  ^'JiJJiam  and 

Mary   Conie^e,    where   T    continued    two   years.      It    was   my    groat 

good   fortune,    ana   what   p»'obably   fixed   the  destinies   of  my 

life,    that    Dr. William  Small    of   Scotland   was    then   Professor 

of  Mathematics,    a   man  profound   in  most    of  the  useful    branches 

of   science,    with   a  happy    talent    of   comriunic  ativ  e,    corvect, 

anu   f^entl  emanly,    manners   and    enlar^^ed    and    liberal    mind.      Ke 

most   happily    for  me,    became    soon   attached    to   me,    and    made  me 

his   daily   companion   vtaen     not    en^^aged   in   the    school;    and 

from  his    conservati-e«-I    git   my   first    vi';ws    of    the    expansion 

of   science,    anu  of    the   syst  ?m      of    tilings    in    which  wo   aT'e 

1 
placed."  Professor  Herbert    B.Adams,    iii    a  monograph   on 

William   and   Ilary   College,    says,    "Yir^-inia   is    called   t  no   moth- 
er of   presidents,    but    the   College    of  William   and  liari'',    the 
alma  mater  of    statesmen,    is    only   another  name    for  Virginia." 
It    is   pf'oper   to    ada   here   that,    though  WilJiam   aiid   I.lary   Col- 
lego  has   boon  partially  destroyed  by   fire  several    times, and 
greatly   injured  by  both    the    ^evolu tionary   and    Civil   Wars,    it 
is    doing   a   good    work    at    the  present    time   under  its    able   and 
energetic   President,    Dr. Lyon   G. Tyler.      It    stands    to-day    as 
the   first   American   College   that    received   a   charter,    the   first 
in   the  wotld   planned  by    Rnglish   colonists,    and    the    first 


1.   D'-.Foote  s   "ketclies   of  Virginia,    p.    155. 
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actually    cstablisiied   in  America  witn  one    exception,    ^Harvard 
was    'he    first.         Dr. James  'lllai  r  was    the   found,  e  >'  of    success- 
fxil    educational    ent  e^'p'^is  cjin  Vi '••r^inia    aiid    all    the    ^outh  . 
The   people   of   the   South,    especially   of   Virf^inia,    o"V7o  a   greater 
debt    of  g rati  tilde   to    the    Revevwnd   Jaiiies-B'lH^r ,    for   their   ed- 
ucation,   than    they   are   aware  of.      They   are  bettor   and  v;iser 
by  his  having   lived.      One   cannot   well    measure  the-   extent  of 
the   influence   of   his   educational    work.      '^hou,r;n  his   remains 
have  been   sleeping   under  the   -viHows    at    old    -Tamestown   for 
more    than   a    century   and    a  half,    his    educational    influence 
rests   not,    and  will    n',>t    as    long   as    the  American  nation  lasts. 
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CHAPTRR    ITI . 

Blair's   Connection  with   tne    ?Tovernors    of   Virginia. 

Besides,  being   Corrmissary    and   President  jDr  .Blair-   was    a  member' 

of    the   Council    of  Virfjinia.      He   was    appointed   a  member  by   the 

1 
kinp;    in    1793.         This   Council    co'^Tesponded    to    the  upper  house 

2 
in    sini^land    anu    v/as    an  advisoT>y   board   of    the   CTOvernor.      The 

business    of   the   Covaicil    was    to    advise  tmu    assist    the   dovernor 
in   all    impoi'tant   matters   of  government  which  he  mig;ht    con- 
sult   them   about.      The   Council    acted  together   with   tiae   HouSe 
of   Burgess  es,  forming   v/hat   was    called   the   General   Assembly. 
As    a  member  ol'    the    Council    El  air   v/as   a    judge   of    the    hignest 
court    in    the   colony.      He  v/as   president    of    the   Council    for 
many   years.      No  man  in  the   colony  hela    as   many  irrportant   of- 
fices   as    Hlair.      He   was    always   busy   working:    for-    the  welfare 
of    the   col<«iy    either  as    Coi'Tnissa  ry   or  preacher,    or   president 
of    the   College,    or    as   a   member   of    the   Coixncil    in   its  aiffe'-- 
ent   functions,      "/herever-  ■D'^.r^lair  was     le   counted   for   some- 
thing.   He  was   no   figurehead.      V/hen   he   believeci    any   lino   of 

action    to   be    f*]  ght   he    adhered   strictly   to   it.      As   I)". Blair 
was    8   membo"   of    the  governor's   Covncil    and  Conimissary  ,wni  lo 
the  Oovcrnor   was    the   ordinary   of    the   king   and    the   Bishop   of 


1.    :iartwell,    Blair  and  Chilton's   Present    ntate  of  vit-ginia, 
p. 35.      Campbell's   '''irginia,    p. 356.      Some  wite'-s   differ  from 
the  above  date,    bit    that    is   the  date   accc-din/'j    to   31ai'-'s 
ovm   statement.    2.      Hat-twel  1  ,Rlai  r  &  Chilton's   Pres. State  of  Vu 
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London,  their  relations  and  vrnrk.  were  close  luici  in  some  cases 
almost  inseparable.  As  o'-dinary,  it  was  tne  rjovetnor's  busi- 
ness to  induct  the  ninistcrs  upon  presentation  of  theiri  by  the 
vestrj'men,    and   in  case    thoy   did  not    present    the  ministers 

in   six  montns,    the   Crovenio^  had    the    rirrht    to    induct    preachers 

1 
witiiout   presentation.         There   v/ere   often   misunderstandings 

and   dissatisfaction    between   the  Gimmissary   and   Governor  about 
induction   and    other   church  matters.      Thus  Blair's   many    siuod 
v/ork   ana   the    energy    and   earnestness  with  which  he  did   it,    f^o- 
qiaently  brought   him   in  collision  with    "prominent   men  of    the 
colony.      He  was    involved   in  diff  icixl  ti  es   with  clergymen  and 
governors    during    the  greater  part    of    the  perifxi    of  h"i  s   Cora- 
missaryship   and   presidency   of    the   College.    Troubles   arising 
from  the  Church, the  Government    and    the   College,    caused   contro- 
versies   and    opposition  between  Dr. Blair   and    three  governors    - 
Andros,    Nicholson   and    Spotswood.      There   are  hundreds    of   pages 
of  manuscript    and    letters   of   the   controversies   between  Elair 
and   the   governors.      Some   of    the    trials    in   Lambeth  Palace      are 
preserved    in   f-ill    and    a^'e   extremely    interesting. 

I    shall   b  e  as    b^'ief    in  my    treatment    of    the    troubles   b  e- 
tv/f'en   the  governors    ana   Dr. Blair   as    T    can    to   bring    out    the 
1.      Laws    of  Virginia, p. 3.      Perry   pp    243,244. 


leadin;'   facts.      P;i'-    Rdiwina  Anaros   became    '^rovernor-  of  Vir^;inia 

in   1692,    at    the    time    the   College   v;as   being    foundocl.      He   came 

from  New  York   bfinf:inf^   no   good   name.      Ko   opposed    the   found- 

1 
ing    of    tho   College.        He   sp^'eaaawaong   the   voters    the  fear   that 

taxes   v.'-ould  be    increased   shonlu    "he   Colloj-^e  be  established. 

He   neyrev  paia    anything   himself   to^vard    tho  Collog-e,    anu    it 

is    said    his    frie-'ius   did  not.      He   once  pt-op'iised  brick    to   bviild 

2 
the  chapel    and    tiien   withdrew   his  p'^onise.  In    trying   to    ex- 

ert   an    influence  against    Dr. Blair,    tne    Governor   complained 
even  because  he  was      a   S'.;otcnman.      Finding   that    all    of   his 
efforts    amoiuit  ed    to   nothing,    he    resorted   to  personal    insult. 
Among    the   f^ovornoi-'s    courtiers   was    a   young  M^- .Pirke,    a  man 

of  doubtful    criaracter  and    "ready      at   giving   a  challenge,    es- 

3  ' 
pecially  befor-^  company,    as    the   greatest   Kecto'^'   in   town." 

That   Parke  might    recommend   himself    to    the   favor    of  Andros 

he  attempteu    to    insult    tiie   leading    friends    of   the   College. 

He   insulted  ana   struck   with    a  horse   whip   Francis   Nicholson, 

who   was    a    special    friend    of    the   College.      Young  Parke    v/ished 

to  do    something    to    President   ^lair,    v±iose    gown   protected   him 

from  challenges,    so  he    resorted   to    a    shameful    act    to   ins-alt 

the  Doctor.      Pa-^'ko  was    a   son-in-lavr    to    Colonel    Ludwell ,    a 


1.    Perry's   Historical    Collections    -   Virginia,    pp    IC    -    29. 
2  .      Perry,    pp .54-57 . 
S.      Perry,    p    23. 
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Wc>"rn  friend  of  D". Blair.  One  ?iunday  wiion  Mrs. Blair  was  sit- 
ting: in  the  pow  of  Colonel  Ludwell,  yo\m^  Park  ox  r-Mshecl  sud- 
denly   in    the  church,    "seized   Mrs. Blair   by    th  ?  wrist    cJid   with 

great    fury  and  violence  pulled   iier   out      of    the   pow   in   the 

1 
presence   of    the  minister  ana    congregation."      inhere   is   no    ev- 
idence  that   Dr. Blair  got    offended   with    the    '4ovomor   for   all 
this.      Governor  /ndros    suspendea   Blai'-  f -om  the   Council   wi  th- 

oiit   havinr:   any    t'-ial    or    even    informing   him,    because   ho  had 

2 
spoken   of    the   Governor's    obstructing    the   College.         The  king 

of    H^ngland   disapproved   of   tne   action   and    restored   Blair    to 

the   Council.      After   the  king   restored   him   to   office  Andros 

haa   the   audacity   to   declare   tliat   he  was  not    eligible  because 

he   was   born   in   Scotland.      Dr-.Blai^'  wait    to    Rngland    in   1G97    to 

attend    to   getting    the   Doyle    legacy   for    the   College.      At    the 

same   time    complaints  v/ere  made   against    the   '"Jovernor    and    then 

D''. Flair  brought    thirteen   charges   against   Andros   as    an   ene- 

my    to    the    Church, cl ergy and    the   College.      There  were   no   petty 

peT'sonal    complaints    in  ttie   charges   broiight   by  Blair;    they   all 

pertained    to  matters   of    impoT'tance   to    the   colony.      Five   v;ere 

in   regard    to    the   Church    and    clergy.      The   Gove'nor  novox'  tried 

to   fill    the  vacant   parishes.   He  made  no   attonpt    to   induct    tne 


1.  Perry, pp. 26, 27  William  and  Mary  Historical    gapers, Vol. I 

pp   G4,65 . 

2.  Hartwoll.Elai r  and   Chilton's    Present    ^tate   of   Virginia   p36 

3.  Perry,    pp.    10-29,    32-3G  .   Fulham  MOS  .Nos  .594    and   1029. 
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ministers   into   thoi '•   livin-^s.      :le  did  not   fervor-   tliem   in  thoir 
SEla^'ios  when  he   coiild    Uav  o  done   so.      ^^!hnn   tlie    clet'^y   were 
siiamefnliy    treated,  anu.    b"ou,"j:it    tlieir    complaints   before    the 
fJovernor   ho   paid   but    little   attention   to    triom.       Ri.'rht   of   the 
charges   were   conceminf^    the   College.      In    substance   they  trove, 
that   f'overnor  Andros   favored  the   enemies   of   the   v'llollef^e;    paid 
nothing   himself    and    tried   to    influence  otners  not    to    pay  their' 
subscriptions;    put    difficulties    in    the  way   of    tiie    College    re- 
ceiving  its    revenues,    and  hindered    the  me';tin«-s    of   the    tras- 
teos   or    the   governors  of    the  College.      The  trial    took    place 
in   Larabeth  Palace  December   27,1697,    and    lasted    two  days. 
Elai  "  had    strong  foes   to  meet.      The   Governor  had    sent  over 
his   defenders.    Colonel    Byrd   of  '^estover,    Mr. Harrison   of   ?ur- 

ry,    a  M'- .^-'ar  shall    and   a   Mr.Povey   to    arraign  D". Blair  before 

1 
the  Archbishop    of   Canterbury   and    the    -.ishop    of   London.      In    the 

presence    of    the   Bishops    the  i'our   sent   over*   by    the   fTi'Ve'Tior 
brought   two   accusations   against   Blair.      Ke   successfully   re- 
futed both   of    them.      They  v/ero     weak.      One   charge  was   that 
Dr. Blair   had  filled   the  parishes  with  Scotcijrien   against    the 
people's    desires.      Rut   being    asked   for  names,    they   could   not 
be  produced.      Dr-. Blair's    opponents   had   made   a   blunder.      Some 

Englishmen  had  bea^    taken    for  Scotchmen.      The   other  charge   was 


1.    Perry  p   36.      Meade's   Old  Chu'-ches   and   Fami  lies,Vol  .1  .  ,p   158 
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Dr. Blair's   taking  his  salary   as  president   before  the  Collef^e 
was   completed.      Blair  answered   that    thouf^h   the   General   Assem- 
bly   and    the    charter  of    the   College  had  made  him  a    right    to 
the  president's   salary,    yet  he  told    the   governors  of    the   Col- 
lege,   when  he  returned   to   Virginia   in   1693,    that    if   they 
thought    "the  business   of   the   president  unnecessary   at   present" 
he  had   a  good   living  at   Henrico  and   would    go  there  and  stay 
till    he  was   needed.      But   after   "free  debate  upon  the   subject" 
the   trustees   of    the   College  agreed   that   as  he  had  been  manag- 
ing  the  business  of  the   College  both   in  Virginia   and   in    Eng- 
land"   "they  were  afraid   it  would   still    come    to   nothing,    if 
he  was   not    at   tho  head  of  it,    therefore  voted   that   he   should 

leave  his   parish    and    remove   "to    the   place   v;here    the   College 

1 
should  be  built,    and   carry   it    on  with    all   diligence'.'        Accord- 
ingly  he  movGd. 

On    the  othe^  hand,    Dr. Blair   sustained   his  charges,  srS-ffK 
2^whole   against    the    'Jovernor,    often   making  his   opponents 
admit    them.  The  calmness,    frankness   and    knowledge  with 

which  Blair   spoke  gave   his   words    aaditional    power.      Lishop 
Meade   has    truly    said    "Never  were   f  o;i  r  men   more   completely 
foiled  by  one."        The   trial   o''  the   examination  resulted   in 
-»«t3tain4«g  Dr. Blair   and    (rovernor  Andros  -itsim 


1.    Perry, p   42.      2.      -^e-ry   pp   36-6b.      Campbe]  1  '  a   Vi  rginra    np35(; 
3.      'Vade's    Old   fimiRchas    '— d    ^c-.ilies,p    l"^^^^ ^''"''^  • 
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■'I'^hen  Anuros   was    removed    in   1G98;    at    the   instance   of  Df. 

Blair,    Pi-  T^rancis   "icholson  v/hu    aau   been  Deputy    riove'-nur   of 

Viiv;lnia    in   169(''   and   1691,    wac   made  Lieutenant   Governor   of 

Virginia.      0"Xney   was    i.iie   fi^ureriead   governo'^  and    s':aid   in 

Pngland  .      Du '-i  nf^  Nicholson's   first    governorship   he  and  Blair 

1 
v;e*"e   stronr:  friends.        Nicholson    favored    the    coll  og  e  pr-o.)  ect 

and    coTttributed   liberally    zna    Blair  wrote   hiTi  many    letters 

expT-essing   the    greatest    appreciation   and    gratitude.      V.'hen 

Nicholson   returned   as    (Governor,    while  he   and    tji -5  Caramissary 

got    along      agreeably   for   a  while,    yet   f'-om  the  very  beginning 

he   seemed   to  be   a    clnanged  man.      Many  people  of    the    time    said 

he   was    changed.      "Jhen   Governor    of  Mat^/land   he  had   disagreed 

2 
much   witii   (^omniss&T-y  Bray.      His    friends   in   'Virginia   had 

learned   that    the    ob.jections    to   him   in  Maryland   had   arisen    froin 
his   pas.^ion.      On    the  day   of    the   publication  of    the   Governor's 
commission,    D?". Blair    took  i  t    to   him   ana    in   accoitlance  with 
advice    from  ITicholson's   friends    and   in   the  name    of    the   Bishop 
of   London,  recomn  ended,    in    tiio   best   of      spirit,    moderation   in 
his    administration.      !Ti  chol  son-'^eplyed  very  hotljr^,    '^G-- 
T    know  better  how    to  gove'-n    Virginia   and    Harj'land    than  all    the 
bishops    in    Sngland,    if    I    iiau  not    hampered      ttiem   iri  Maryland 
and  kept   them  unde^-,    t    should   never  have  been  able    to   have 
governed    them."        j)r. Blair  answered;:!    do   not   pretend   to 
1.    College  papers    aaci     .  lair's    letters.      2.      Tieade  p    1 58 . 
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understencl   Maryland   but    if   t    rmaerstana    ca'iytninr;   about  Vir- 
ginia   they    are   a   good  nati^rGci   tractable  people   as   any   is   in        ^ 
the  world    and   you  may   do  what   you  will    with   them  by    the   way 
of   civility   but    you  will    never  be   able    to  nanaP:e    them   in   that 
way   you    speak    of,    by   hampering   and  keepin^i    them  unde^'."      £y 
natu.re  ^licholson  was    s  elf -v;ill  eci ,    hi  rh- t  cmpe  red    and  vain. 
He  always   wished    to   have   his   way  whether    in   affairs   of   poli- 
tics,   love,    or  w'lat    not.         iiis    tyrannical    and   passionate  ac- 

If 

t]  on   turned  many  people  against  him.  i  In   a   few   years   D'-. Blair 

and    '"overnor  TTicholson  vrere  at   variance   "'ith    each   other. 

Without  doubt    it   was    the    tyranny ,  prof  anity,    i  rornorali  ty  ,    and 

ridicrtlous   actions    of  Nicholson    '.hat    caused   Blair   to    oppose 

him  as    '■roveTTior.      "'hen    the   least   mad,    he  collared    and    cursed 

1  '"" 

Attorney-renerals ;       assaultea  ministers,    'ook   oif    heir    hats 

tit 

and   called    tnem  vil  lains  ,  rogues  ,    rascals   and  ban-ti  t ti  ;      aixi 
sv/ore   at   memljers    of   the   Council    and    applied    to    tliem  nis   usu- 
al   list   of    opprobrious    names  ,"  rogue,    rascal ,  cheat , dog, vil- 

3 
liin,    and   cowanfi." 

The  Ooverno-'s    acts  were  offensive   enough,    bnt   a    love 
affai  f"  b'^ou/^ht   out   his   wor-se    qualities    anu    made  him   almost    as 
a  mad  man.      This    affair   had    so   much    influence  upo^  ''icholson 

1  .      Perry, pp    101 ,102. 

2.  Ibid.       "      90,91. 

3.  Tbid.       "      98. 
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ana    incfeased    the  disa[:r(i»\ni(Hit    and    'inmity   betwcon   iiin  and 

Dr. Blair   to    such   a    degree   it    reqiii  res  mention  iiere.      In   fact 

many  of   the   people   of    the    tine   ssid   it    was    this    that    changed 

'Ticholson.      Major  Lev/is   Burwell   who   lived  near  "Jil J  iamsburg 

had  nine  daughters,    with  one   of  whom    the   Hovernor   had  the 

misfoi'tnne    to    fall    passionatel  3'   in   love.      The  love  was  not 

reciprocated.      This    "coriplotely  upset    what    littl^   reason 

1 
there  was    in   CTOvn'-nor  Nicholson."        Ke  d'jrriendoci    the   lady  in 

royal   fashion  from  her  parents,    but    neither   she  nor  ho  r  pa- 
rents nor  members  of   the  family  were  willin,'^:   to   comply. 
The  Trovenior  became  angry   ana  persisted   in  his  design    and 
claim.      He    threatened   the  father  and   bi-other  and    swore  to 
Dr.Elair  that  Af   the   girl    married   some   other  man,    ho  would 

cut    the    th'^oats  of   three  men   -    the   bridegroom,    the  minister 

2 
ana    the   Justice  vMio    issued   the    license.        Tne  frenzied   action 

of   the   (rovernor  was   talked  of  not   only   in  Virginia  but    even 

in   London.      One  of  I'licholson '  s   Li:ndon   friends   wroto   him  a 

letter  of    advice   in  which  he  asked  him  not    to  give  the   lady 

o '•  h'^r   relations   any   further  molestation,    and    said,  "It.    is    not 

here   as    in   some   bar  Parous    countries    \'::iQre  the    tender   lady 

is   drai-y-ed   into   the    Sultan's    a^-ms   just    reeking   in   the  blood 

of  her  nearest    relatives."      The   Gf^vcnor  hated  and  abused 

T.      rieado,    159. 
%,  Perry,    p. 102. 

3.      Perry,    pp.    00-75. 


everyone  who>»^ho    thovi^^ht    opposed   him   ui  recti.;    or   indirectly  in 
the  love  affair.      Ho   ima/^ined    that    Archibald   Blair,    brother 
of   the    Commissary,    was    his    rival   -   but    he  was    not-    and   hence 
"conceiveci    the   stronr:est   objections    to    him  and    all    his    rel- 
atives."     Whereupon  he  sent    for  DT^-.Blrir   and    said    to    him",Cir, 
your  brothef"   is    a   villain  and    you   have   betrayed  me."       i'hen 
he   liftoa  up   his    hands    and    loudly   sa id, "Mr  .Blair    take    notice; 

T   vow    to    th  o    eto^'nal    G   --    tnat    I    will    be    rov?n{;eu   on   you  and 

1 
all    your   farily."        Blair  did    all   rie   could    to  undeceive    and 

"pacify   him"    and    to    lot    nin  know    that   he   was   not   opposing 
him   in   any  way   in  his  love  affair.      But    it  did  no      good.   He 
pursued   the   ConrriissaTy   with  malice    and    tried   to    ruin   him   in 
both    Rhgland    ano.   Virginia.      It   was    believed   by   President 
Blair  and    otners   that  Nicholson   even   entertaine<l  desij^ns    on 
his   life.      Nicholson  gave    the  College  boys    pistols,    powder 
and    siiot   with  which    to  keep    the  President    out    of  the    College. 
It    cannot   be   said   for    certain    that    the    riove"nor    intended    the 
boys   to  kill    the  President. 

But    t.he   highiviinded   CTOve^•nor  made  a   mi  stake,  that    cost 
hin   his   office,    in   antagonizing    the    soberminded    and    influ- 
ential   Commissary.      Before   this    love   trouble    the   Governor 

-' -n.'<iJ.\'  ^"'^"  '^-'i   ^^s   councilmcn 

did    not    l£xo— *o-r   the   Council    to    oppose  him  in   any   vf ai'/y  espo- 

1.  V/illiam  ana   Mary   Historical   Papers,    VoLI.p.G?. 

2.  Pe^''y,p  .157,138.      William   and    Mary  Historical    Papers 
Vol.1,    p    68.      Goll-y;;e  papers. 
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ciaQ-ly  Df^.Blaif',    like   the  Governor's   arbitJ-ar-y    ana   insulting 
actions.      Now   Nicholson's   actions   weve  a   groat    deal   wo^se . 
Plai  r  and    five   other  nombors    of   the   Council    -    Robert    Garter, 
Philip   Ludwell,    J.Lightfoot,    J/iattnew   Pa,";o,and  Benjamin  Harri- 
son-   drev;  up    a   memorial    against   Sovenior-  !Ticholson   and    sent 

1 
it    to    the   Q,iieen.     Soon    after   this  Dr. Blair    ana    the    Rev. James 

Fofece  were   requested    to  make  affidavits    '■ei  rating   to   the  mal- 
administration   of   Governor  Nicholson .      They    did    so.      The 
charges   bT-ought    in  Elair's   first    affidavit  pertained    to    the 
arbitrariness    and   partiality   of    tne    Governor    in   his    admin- 

r\ 

i  Strati  on.  '''hey  cha-^ged  Nicholson  with   appointing   Justices 

of  the  peace,    sheriffs,    militia   and  naval    officers    anu    other 
officers   v.fithout   consixlting    the   Gi;uncil;    with   removing   clerks 
ana    judges   from  office  witiiout    any    complaints  being   brought 
against    them;    vritn  acting  directly   contrary    to    the   advice   of 
the   Council,    and   hectoring    its  members   and   calling    "them    the 
opprobr'ious  names   of  rogue,  rt.scal,  cheat , dog,  vi  11a  in, and  cow- 
ard;"  v/ith   using  partiality   in  the   general    court;    and   with 
uncalled-for  action  in  strengthening    the  militia,    and   strong 
and   suspicious    expression  about  how  he  cculd  govef'-n   if   he 
had    "soldiers  well    flesh ea    in  blood   and   accustomed   to   booty". 

1  .      Perry,    pp    7  5-81  . 
2.       Ibid.      pp    87-112. 
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The  s'3Coaa    and    f".r't,her  affidavit,   of   IHair   against    tho 

1 
Prove'tiOT-  pertained    to   the  cler,^y,     tiri  o  Collef^e   and  hinsolf. 

The  substance   of    the   affidavit  wt,  s   that    the   Gov  cfnor   invaded 
the   Gonrriissary  '  s    .)  ur-isai  ct  ion  by    call  in  ";  meetings    of    the    cl  c  r-- 
gy  withoiTt    taking  iiotieo    of    tho   Cornmissar-y    ;    ac>ed    disre- 
spectfully   toward, ana   sp  ok 'i  coat  enptibly    or    tho    clergy,     saying 

It 

they   T7eve  all   a    pack   of    scoundf^els"   and   he   wished    they  were 

dsad;    threw  abuses   on   the   College  and  actoa  without    tho  di- 
r-ectiori  of    the    trustees    and  hinder^   the    revenues;    and    inter- 
fered  with   tho  private  al'fairs    of    'lair  and    tried    to    min  his 
reputation.      ^ho   conduct    of   the  'Tovemor  vmici   touched  D". 
Elair   the  most   vras  ^ffifr  tyrllianny    in    the   Council,    profane   lan- 
guage   and   disrespectful    talk   about    the   clergy.      The   one    aim 
of  Blair's   life  was    to    raise    the   standard   of   the   clergy   in 
the   estimation   of   tan  people,    in    order    tliat    they  might   do 
mo'-e   religious    good.        Anything:   that    hinde'^ed    this   aim 
touched    the   v  e 'y    soul   of    the    Commissary.      Mr.Thrale    ,     tlie 
agent    of  Nicholson, at^"  ompt  ed   to  draw  up   on   answer   to   the 
charges   broug'it    against    tho   '^ovemo".      If  they    could    i:ave 
been   refuted,    Mr.Thrale   failed  to    refute    them.      He  begins   by 
telling   his   Lo^'dship    that    if  his    answers    appear  defective, 
1.      Po^-T-y    pp.    131-13B. 
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that    is    leave    tiie   rJovornor  unjustified,    ho  hopes    the  defect 
will    bo   attributea    to    his    i^'^noranco    in  dr-awing    thorn  up    and 
in  nowise   reflect   upon    the   Ooverno'-'s    cause.      He   attempts 
to    answer  but    few   of    the    L-ccusations    with  plain  facts.      His 
answors ,    in    j^eneral,    are,    that    the      '^overnoi"  had    a  T-ight   to 
do    so   and  so,    and    that   he  believed  he  was   doing   right    in 
acting  this  way    :nd    that.      Mo  doubt    the   Council    did   object 
to    the    ^Jofflenior's    acts   sometimes   when    it   had  no    strictly 
legal    right.      Mr.Thralc  makes  no    attempt    to   answer  many    of 
tho  charges   and    even  acknowledges   of   several    *  hat   it    is    im- 
possible  to    ref r.t  o  them.      All    of    this   dispute  led     to   a    gen- 
oral    uproar   in  Church  and    P>tate  .      Preachers   and    politicians 
took   a   paT't  .      The  House    of  Burgesses   passed  a    resolution   in 
favor   of    the    Governor,    saying   they  v/ere  of    the    opinion      that 

ho   had  great    respect   for  the  v.' elf  are  and   prosperity   of   the 

1 
count ''y.        A   great    reception  was   given   at   the   hotel    in  Wil- 

liamsbu'-'g    to   wnich   clergymen  were   invited   in  order  that 

2 

tnoy  might   be    soothed  into    the    r^overnor's    cause.         Someone, 

of   the    time,v;rote  a    long   poem    "addressed   to   the    Revd  .Membe '•s 
of    the   Convocation  Held   at    Lean's    Ordinary  at    Williamsburg" 
in  v.'hich   the   ministers    of   the   festival    are   satS^rifi^d   and 

1.  "ew  York   Archives,    Vol.lj. 

2.  Campbell's   Vir-inie.,    p   358.      Hoaae  A^)l  .1  .p    159. 
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uspicted      ?  n  Tincl  ■? ''ical    iiilarity.      T;-i  f>    '"T>\st'.nf    the   poem  i  c  ?t^ 

"Bless   las,    vmc.t   dismal    times   aT'o   tneso, 
Waat    stars    a^e  in   cijnj  xnct ion, 
V,^h£t    P'^iests    turn  Sycophants    to   please. 
And  Kai '•  brain  Pc^ssion   to   appease, 
Dare  Prostitute   their  Function."    2 

A    large   numlior   of    the   clei^gy   v"-"^e   on  the    side   of    Governor 
Nicholson.      Some   of    them  were  preacher-s  v/ith  whom   the   Commis- 
sary was  unpopular    and    vrhom    the   ''rovernor    hi:.d  won   by    taking 
their   side-    against    the  vestries.      Man:-'    of   thern  were,   as  it 
v/ere  urconscious    to    themselves,    won   to    the    r'-c^ve'^'nor  by  his 
receptions  ,favoT-s   and   flattering    speeches.      Civil  ity,pol  it  c- 
ness,    is    one   of    the  greatest    tools    of  policy   workers.      The 
la^ge  number  of  ministers    on  Nicholson's    side   signed    a   paper 

<■  ■ 

in  his    fav<^r.      Eut    their   influence   could   not    save  him.      The 
high  minded   ;!overnor  was    completely   defeated  by    the   sober- 
minded  Commissary.      When  the  charges  and    answers  were    exam- 
ined  in    England   Governor  ITicholson  \7as    removed   ana   Ruward 
Nott   v/as    made   Lielitenant    Governor.      The  upright         ana   phil- 
anthropic     life   of  Blair  in  Virginia  nad  won  great    respect 
for   him  in    Rngland    and  when  he  said  anything   it    ca'^ried 
weight   with   it.      Of    course  no      attempt    is  made  here    to  write 
Governo'-  Nicholson's   life,    yet   on  passing   I   v/i  sh   to   say, 

1.  ^er-y,    179 

2.  New  York   Archives   Vol  .11. 
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in   spite   ol'   riis  .bolii  t  raits,  «wi-  hi  s  boa*   nours  .    t  h  o '"  o .  "Ta  s 

/         -1 


^**-t 


a  warm-hoa'^tednesy   and  politeness   about    him   that   wins    for 
him  our  ^-;ood    f eol  ings  ^^'^^Tn    1710  Alexander   r^potyswood   became 

"i 

Govof'noi"    of   Virginia.         Hs  was    a  nol:ler    spi'-it    than    oitner 

of    the    tv/f    mentioned.      Ho  vras    an   old    solaior.      Ft-cn  h's   boy- 

hooa    he  '.vas    brought    up    in  the   army   ana    se-'vea  under   the  Duke 

of  riarl  Wto  rouCTii .      He   was    in   the   battle   of   rienheim   and  was 

badly   woundea    by    th :;  first    fire   of   the   French.        He    rose  to 

the   order   of   colonel    and   hence  had   learnea   to   command   and 

expect   obedience   v/ithout    f:ainsaying.      This    spirit    he, of   cours^ 

brought   with     him  ^vhen  he    carne    to   Virginia   as    Governor.      While 

liberal    in    some    of   his    vioTS,    ho  was    ardent   for   the      royal 

power   and   f  o  »"   its    transfer    to    the   Gove'^-nor   of  Virginia.    He 

made   one  of    the  best    governors    the    colony    ever  had.      Fo '•  many 

years    tliere  was    "peri'eet    friendsriip"    betvifeon  him  ana  D", Blair. 

He  gave   the   College  his   support    and   at   his    instance   the  As- 

3 
sembly,    in   1716, voted   the   College  one   tn'rasand   poitnds  .        He 

especially  encouraged  Indian  education.  "'hi-le,on  the  other 
hana ,  President  Llair  supported  F^i3otsv/ood '  s  favorite  enter- 
prise-   the   crossing    of    the   Blue    Ridge   and   discovering    the 

4 
valley   beyond.  "ut   after  about    seven  or   eight   years 

1.  Lord   ''rkney   was    still    figure-head   Oovemor. 

2.  ^potSY/ood's   Letters,    vol   I  .p    9    (preface).    Camnbell's 
Virginia,    pp    378,    o79 . 

3.  '^potswood's    Letters,    VqIs.I.    a:^a   IT,,    p.    12    (preface). 
<t.      Meade,    Vol.    I    p.  160. 
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disagreernent    began    to  arise   between    tnc    tv/o.      Tins  ciiscurd 
was   due   to    two   things   -    tiie   rather   extreme  dominion    exercised 
by    the   Governor,    ana    the    confused   connecti  on    of  Church   and 
?tate.        The  spirit    of   freedom  that    always    existed   in  a  Vir- 
ginia House    of   Bnrgessos   vras   not    exactly    suited    to   the    pro- 

1 
rogative    of   a   soldier   (Governor.  A    quarrel    arose  between 

Spotswood   anu    the  Burgesses.       'olonel    '^.yrd,with  others,    was 

sent    over   to    England    to    prefer  changes   against   him.        And 

because   Dr. '-lair'  waild   not    take   sides  with   him  ■fe^e-'^tried   to 

injure   the    Commissary.        Aj-ain    the    fTovernor      appointed  men, 

besides  members    of    the  Council,    Judges    in    the   high   court    of 

2 
Oyc  ana   Terminer.  The  Council    opposed    thi  s,  together   with 

other  high-handed   action,    and    led  by   olair,    drew   up   a    remon- 
strance agfcinst    the   Governor,    i-o    the   Lord   Commissioner   of 
Trade   and   Plantations,    wnereupon    t,ie    Governor  besought    the 
2r>mmissiono^^to   petition    the    Q,ueen    to   dismiss    the  whole 
Council   and   appoint    anothe". 

The   othe"   cause   of   Dr.Mair    opposing    '^^potswooa    is   found 
in    the  matter   of   inducting  ministers.      '''o    the   'Governor,    as 
ordinary,    belongea   •^rt«>   infreccl  esiastical    affai  rs  ,  i  nduc  ti  on 
of  ministers  jprobat  ing    of   wills    ctnd   granting    of   licenses,    "o 


1.  "•potswood's    T.etters.VoI  .T  .  ,pp   132,    139;    ^''ol  .  T I  . ,  pn  .219  , 

22(» . 

2.  "  "  "       II., pp.    221v    223,    259, 26n. 
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man   was   rnoro  anxious   for  preaciners    to  be    inducted    than   was 

the   ''ommis  sary .      "^he  point    iu  dispute  was    this:      '^potswood 

claimed   the    right    of   inducting  a  minister   3  nt  o   a  parish   as 

soon  as   the  parish  miz-^ht  become  vacant,    that    is,    as   soon  as 

1 
it  nooaea   a  preacher.  The  Commissary    claimed  t  riat    it   v;as 

the    function   of  the   vost'^ymen,    in   the  name   of    the  pa ''ishono  rs , 
to    present    a  minister-    to    the    Governor-   for    inauction.       ■"  nd 
in   case   t  ne   vestrymen   shotild   no;    present    a  ministe''  for    induc- 
tion, in   six   months    from   the    time    the  parisn   became  vacant, 

then    the    "overnor   could    induct    a  p^^eacho''    without   prosenta- 

2 
tion  . 

/  cc  o^dintc;    to    th3   practice    of   former   p:ove  rno'-s ,    the   opin- 
ion of  Attornoy-Cfenoral    *'orthy   ana    the  act    of    the    "^-eneral 

3 
Assembly,  the  Commissary  was    rij^ht. 

To    the    convention   of   the    cl  e'Tjy   at   "'illiamsburg   in   1719 
Govenior     'potswood   address  od   a   letter   accusinr^   the   Commissary 
of  not   wanting  ministers    inducted, of  deserting  the  cause  of 


the   Church,    andwallowing    laymen  to    conduct    services    inchurch 
and   at   burials.  Dr.-.lai^'   readily   answered    these, for      the 

first    two   were   absolutely   untrue.      As      to    the   third,    a   few 


1.  'Pe-r-y,  pp.  97,98,203,-  208 

2.  Tbia.  pp.  226  -  242. 

3.  Tbid,  op  127,126,243,244. 

4.  Tbid.  2"1  -  2('3. 
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times, wneai   unwell,    niair   had    aJ  lowed    a   layman   to   read    for 
him   and    then   he   preached   and    conducted    the   rost    of   the    ser- 
vices.     Tn  distant    parts    of    the   colony   he  had,   a    time   or   two, 

ridden   by   a   graveyard   wnen    some   grave   layman  was   conducting 

1 
the  butial    service.        These   charf^es    seem  to  us  at    the   present 

time  petfy  and    tr*ivial,    but    at    this    lime   when   everything  was 

done   acco^'ding    to    stern   and    ••i'-nd   custom,    they   were   regarded 

as    of    no   little   importance. 

DuT'ing   the  disagreement   many   letters    were  written  by 

b'ith   parties    to    the   L-ishop   of  London.      Tn   1721    D"."lair  made 

a   t  "i  p    to    Rngland.      The    triumph   of   tho    old   parson   over   the 

old    solaier  was    eompl^ete.      ^potswood  was    recalled    in   1722   and 

Drysdale  "/as   made   '^over-nor.      The    opposition   betweon   the   i^om- 

missary    and   ^potswo>-'d  had  much   to   do   with    the   r^overnor's 

C 

beinr    removed.  Tn   all    of    these    troubles   between    the   '^•ov- 

ernfjj   ana    the   Comnissary   one    thing    is  most   apparent,    namely, 
the    'fiction  betv/een   tne   connected   Church  and      "^tate.   ^Ve 
&re  not    to   think   these  disturbances   arose  altogether  from  the 
fault    of    these   individual   men,    for   tiiey  arose   partly   f^om  a 
state   of    things   that   had   inevitably   arenched  many    a    Euro- 
pean battle   field   with  blood.      America   has  made   one   of   the 
greatest   of   contributions    to    civilization   in  solving    the 

1.  Perry,    22G-23.5.    "ieade,    ""ol.I.,pp   IdC',161. 

2.  ■''411  iam  and  "'ary  Histo'-ical    Papers,    "ol.T.,p])    i;G,o9. 
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problem   of   >^iiirch   cJIl^   Ptate.      V/ith   .'^potswood   Dt-.Blair-'s 
troubles  wil.h  ;rnvr:"nors    passedaway.      Hardly    if    ever  are   the 
manly    struggles    oi'   life    suffG''ed    to   be    in   vain.      The    ola   par- 
son president     saw    the    storm   and  ciouus, which  darkoneci    the 
morninf:    of    his    life,    pass   av/ay    and^.rainbovr    of  iieavenly   peace 
arci'ied    over   the  calmness  of  his  later  years.      Fo'-   tv/enty 
years   -y-^',  "^^   ^^^   been  partly  dosc'ibed    in   former   chapters, 
the  venerable  "Commissary    toiled   on    for   the   re  1  i  gi  oiis  ,  educa- 
tional   and    political    good   of    the    colony.         Considering   the 
many    offices    ^'^'^.Rlair   held  and    his    relations    to    others,    very 
likely  he  (sometimes- concerned  himself^a   little    too  much   •vith 
otriers'    business,    but    the^'o    is   no    evidence   of    this    in    the 
recordc.       Earnestness,    since'^ity   and   laibo*^,    are    the  most   no- 
ticeable   things    in  his   life   from   the    time  he   landed    in  "i^^- 
ginia    to    the    end    of  his    caree''.         is    life  was    one  of  phil©^- 
cphi»    service  and    above    reproacn.      /.f  t  ^r  having  been   a   preach- 
er for  mo'-e   than    sixty   five   years,    Gormissary   fifty    four 
yea^s,    a  membe^   of   the   Council    fifty  years,    and   provident   of 
the   8ollego   half  a    century,    iJr.'-lair   uiod   on  April    18,1745, 

in   his    eighty   ninth   year, leaving  his    1  iljrary    and   five   hun- 

1 
d"ed    po'inds    to    the  College.        He  had  no   children,    oo  he  loft 


J.      "'illiam  ana  '  :a  ry     [istorical    Papers   '^)T..T.,p    cg .      "e^do 
Vol  .1  .    p .    165. 
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the    rest    of  his    estate,    excepting   some    small    le.'&cies,    to 

his  nephew   John   Elair  and   his    children,      ilo  was    bu'-ied    at 

Jamestown.      "^he   following    is    the    inscription   oili   l^r  .^lai  f' s 

tomb,    as    copied  by   Hugh  ^^lair   '^rrigsby   in    the  middle  of   this 

1 
c  entury . 

"   II.    S .    R.     (.'lie    sopultus    est) 
Vi r   Roverendns    et   Honorabilis 
Jacobus   Blair,    A.M. 
Tn  Scotia   natus, 
In  Acait-emia.    iTainburgoa<iLi    nut^itus    , 
Primo   Angliam  deinde  ^''irginiam 
V  eni  t : 
In    qua   parte    tenar-iun 
Annos    LVTTI  .    ."^.vangeli  ,  Preconis 

T.IV.    Commissarii 
!"Tulielmi    ot    ''ariae   Praesidis, 
'fitanniao   Pr'incipium 
'^onsiliarii 
Concilii   Praesidis 
Coloniae   P^efecti 
munera    sustinuit 
oravit 
um   oris   venusti    ]")ecus, 
ate   hilari    sine    (?)    iiospitali 
nuncipient 
issimc/egenis   largo 
omnibus   comi 
superavit . 
Gollegio  bene  diversam 

fundaverit 
eus   ^ibliothecam   suam 
id      alonda   Theoiogiae   studiornim 
Juventutem  pauper-iorem   instituendam 
Testamento   legavlt 
rial  ."ail    in  di  e 
VDCCXLJ71 
aetat:    T.XXX^ail 

am     dosiderat issimi 


1.      Meade,    ''''ol.TI,    Appendix 
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Lenis   Tiauaom 
is   nepotibus   coinmGndabunt 
pene   mamore   perenniora."    1 

The   following     is   a    translation  nade  by  "''•  .frrifjsby   with    "the 

blanks   and   chasms"    filled  with  his  "own   kncmlf^d.Pie   of  the 

events    of   the    ''^ommissar*y 's    life"; 

;Iere  lies  buried 
The    Reverend   and  Honourable 
James    rlair.    A.!'., 
"/ho  was   bo'^n    in    "cotland,    was    educated    in    the  ^ollepie   of 
Rdinburgh,    ana    emigrated  to    Snf^land,    ana    tnonce   to  ^'iv^-inia, 
in   v^hich   colony   he   spent    fifty    eight    years    as   an    ('^vangeli  st , 
Deacon,    and   Priest    of    the   Church   of   Rngland,    and    fifty   four 
years    as    Coramissa"y   of   the   Bishop    of   London.      Ke   was   the 
founder  and  first   President    of  winiam  and  '!ary  College,    a 
member   of   the   Council,    and   subsequently    its   P-^esidont;    ana 
as    such   in    the   absence   of   the   representative-    of    the  King,    the 
Governor  of   the   Colony. 

le  had   a   handsome   person,    and    in    the      family   ci'-cle  blended 
cheerfulness   with  piety. 

He   was    a   generous   friend    to    the  poor',    and  was  prompt    in   lend- 
ing  assistance   to  all   v/ho  needed   it. 

lie  was   a    liberal  benefacto"  of   the   College  during  his  life; 
and    at   his  aoath   beqvieathed   to    it    his    library,    with   the  nope 
that   his  books   -  which  were  mostly   religious    -  might    lead 
the    stuaent   to    those  thihgs  which  lead    to  salvation. 
He   died   on    the  aay   of   the    Calends    of  May    in   the 


year  1743,    agea   eighty    eigiit   years    exhibiting   to    tne   last 
those  graces   which  make  old  age  lovely,    and  lamented  by   all, 
especiclly  by   his  nephews,    'vho  have   reared   this  stone   to   com- 
memorate  those  virtues   vfhi  ch  will    long   survive    the  marble 
t hat    r GG  o  '"d s    1 1 1  em .  " 


1.      r'r*  .Prrigsby    said    some  words    in   this   copy   may   not    bo    correct 
The   inscr-ipti  ons   were  much    effaced.  _^  / 1       /     ~/ 
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College  papers    and  letters   of  P'-esident   Blair  and  Profes- 

so  '•   Tnr;l  i  s  ,  ^npiib  1  i  sh  ed  . 

'''hese   are  valuable   in  determinl/;    the   orif:in   of   the   Col- 
lege   and    the    const  riicti  on   of    the   building.      Some  of   these 
have  been   publisned  from    time  to    time    in   the  William   and   Mary 
College   Q,uarte'"ly. 

W.S.Perry's   Historical    Collection   of   the   American   Colonial 
Ohu'-ch    -   Virginia,  1G50^  177. ,y   lo70. 
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Much    info  "iTuiti  on   on   education    and    the    Government  may    also   be 
ob  I  a  in  ed  . 
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These   are    one  of    the   best    sources    of  vii-ginia   history. 
They    cove-"    the   period    1619    -    1792. 
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Letters    of    ''potswood,    Lieutenant    'Governor-    of  '^''i  rj'^inia   from 
1710    -    1722,    2  Vols.    Richmond    1882-85 

Mr   R. A. Brock   has    carefully    edited      these   letters.         'Gov- 
ernor  Spotswood   wa£-    much   interested  in  education   and   espe- 
cially   in    educatini3    Indians.      These   letters    are  a    vai^'uabl  e 
source    on  both   eaucation    anu    the   Ghurcli . 
Mew   Yo^'k   Archives,    Vol.TI. 

This   contains  many    letters    of  Sir  Francis   Nicholson 

and    others,      f'lanyof   these     conei^hrx  valuable   info^T-ia- 

tion  about   William   and  Mary  College. 
Laws   of  vir^^inic-    1661    -1762. 

Palmer's   Virginia   "tate  Papers.    1652-1781.      1876. 

Much    educational    information   is    contained   in   these. 

Noill's   '^''i  ^'f-inia    Company    oi'   London,    1869. 

Good    sou'^'ce   for    information   of    early   attempts    to   estab- 
lish   a   college   in  Virginia. 

Collection  of  the  Massachusetts   Historical   Society,    Vol.V. 

This   has    a    section    (XI T ) , "Cone erning   the  College  of 

William  and   :fary." 

Ilartwell,    Blai'-   and   Chilton's   Present   State  of  ^''irginia 

written    1695. 

This   is    a    small   history    and   is    the  best    account  we  have 
of  VitTginia  at    the   close   of   the   seventeenth   century. 
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It    briefly   doscrib  ks    the    "C(jlle,";e"    and    "r-olicion", 

"natiife"    and    "'■ruve'-nment'   of   the    colony.      This  buok    is 

very    "T'are"-      There    is    a    copy    in   the  Virginia   State 

Libi-ary    and   one    in    the    library    at   VL.shington. 

Hugh   Jones 'Present    State   of   Vi  f-prmia,  1  724  .      Sabin's    Reprints 

1865. 

Hugh  Jones   was    connected  with   the    College   and    the    Church 

and  government.      His  history   is   of  great    irrpor  tance. 

Ke  pictures  Virginia   f  "om  its   best    side. 
Beverly's   Histo^-y   of  Virginia    fto    170r>). 
Keith's   History,    1738. 
Vestry-b(K)k   of   Bruton  Church. 

There    is   a    fragment    of    this    in    the    Church  Review, vd    8. 
Dr. James   Blair's    "^ermons.    4   '^''ols.    1G40. 
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General    Catalogue    from  its   foundation   to    1874. 

This   is  vo"y  brief, but    good. 
Rishop   Meade's    Old    Churches    and    Families.    2^^ols.ir57. 

Anderson's    History    of   the   Cc-lonial    Church,    2   ^^,•ls. 
Dr'.Hawi^jT^  Protestant    Rpiscopal    Church    in   Virginia,    1836. 
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LIPR. 
Daniel    R.Mf)tloy   v;-as  horn   nea'*  Chatham,    Virginia,    October   0, 
1870.      Ho   attended   Chatham  Trraded   School    several   year's. 
Septomb  e'",1890,    he   enteroa  ''ilJ  igan   C<,llep;e,  Tennessee,    l'"om 
v/hich   lie   was   n^aduatou  with   trie  degree  of  A.C.    in  1894. 
In    the   same  year  ol"  his   graduation   ne  wont    to   Chr-istians- 
burg,    Virp-inia,    and  became   pastor   of    Rdgemont   Church,    which 
pastorate  he  held   till    Sept  emb  er,  1896  .         In    October  1896 
he   entered  upon    a   three  years'    course   of   graduate    study   in    the 
Johns   Hopkins   University,    taking  Hi  st  ory   as   the    principal 
subject,    Economics  and   ^hilosophj''   as    first    .uia    second   sub- 
ordinates   respectively. 
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